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Advertiſement. 


8 \HE following TrovecrrTs having received 
a favourable Reception from all Parties, in 
the firſt Draught; the Author, on the Approach 
of this Seſſion of Parliament, was encouraged to 
reſume his Subject, and treat it more in Detail. 
He begins with Propoſitions, which require the 
Attention of every Perſon intereſted in the public 
Welfare. He explains the Nature of our political 
Prejudices, and detects thoſe eccleſiaſtical Deluſions 
which are the Cauſe of them. He ſhews how 
much we have ſuffered under the Servitude of 
Sounds; and how an Emancipation from this Sla- 
very muſt render us free, in the true Senſe of the 
Word. Such an Alteration, from ill to better 
HFabitudes of Mind, (for Thinking infers, and pro- 
duces Aion, good or bad,) is a Sort of political 
Regeneration, which rendereth even our Dangers 
uſeful, by a Retroſpect to the Sufferings we under- 
went; and affords the pleaſing Panic of viewing 
the Precipices we eſcaped. Of all the People, at 
this Day, in Europe, thoſe of Ireland appear, at 
preſent, the beſt diſpoſed, and the maſt forward, to 
think and at, as becometh a wiſe and free People. 
In the Courſe of this happy Reign, the Legiſla- 
ture of this Kingdom have given invariable Ex- 
amples of this Diſpoſition ; and Nothing appears 
wanting, but to keep the Spirit of it warm and 

5 
With aViewtothis, the Author of the Tnouchrs 
found it proper to extend his Argument, by con- 
ſiderable Additions and Illuſtrations. His gene- 
ral Principles are /e/f-evident, and the particular 
Deductions 


(6) 
Deductions are ſo connected with our local Wants, 
as Freemen and Fellow- Subjects, that Nothing 
- ſeemeth neceſlary to render his whole Argument 
complete ; but the Intervention of ſome abler Hand, 
to recommend it, with all its Force to Perſons in 
Authority. | | 
In the next Place, he ſhews how, by a proper 
Exertion of the interior Strengtb of this Nation, 
the Public, in a few Years, will acquire an annual 
Increaſe of five hundred thouſand Pounds to their 
Wealth, more than it doth, or can, produce at 
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Seaſonable THouchrs, Se. 


1. N all fre Countries, the Care of the Public ſhould 
be, more or leſs, the Care of every Individual, 
who hath any Share of Under/tanding, or any 

Share of Property. Phe Reaſon of which is ob- 

vious: For, as the one cannot be cultivated, or but culti- 
vated to very little Purpoſe, in any but a free Soil; fo, 
the other muſt derive all its Security from an Equability of 
Laws, and all its Reliſh from a ſound Conſtitution of 
Government. The former will be ſtunted under the Diſ- 
couragements, and cramped under the Fetters, of Power ; 
and the latter expoſed to Force, or Freachery, frequently 
to both thoſe Evils combined. Thus then is it incum- 
bent on every thinking Man to be watchful over thoſe 
common Rights, with which his own private Rights, Eaſe, 
and Liberty, are ſo cloſely connected; and his Vigilance 
will be more or leſs alarmed, in Proportion to the De- 
viation of any capital Law from the Line of true Go- 
vernment, or any Mode of popular Opinion from the 
Spirit of a free Conſtitution: For, both the one and the 
other are generally very active, and no leſs deſtructive, in 
their Operations. But this Care of the Public belongeth, 
in an eſpecial Manner, to the Legiſſative Powers in every 
Land of Liberty to thoſe who enact, and to thoſe 
who execute, Laws for its Preſervation : — The Care of 
the Individual is ſubordinate and relative; but equally a a 
Duty In the Degree. He ſhould gain as much Know- 
ledge of this Duty, as his Situation for obtaining it, and 
the fulleſt Exertion. of his natural Capacity, can intitle 


_ 
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(8) | 
him to; and, to all this Knowledge he ſhould join, not 
only a Feeling for public Diftreſs, but a Tenderneſs alſo 
for particular Societies of Men, who may be ſingularly the 
Objects of public Reſentment, and popular | Hatred : He 
will, if he hath any Share of this Tenderneſs, or Feeling, 
be ſerviceable in this 7 Capacity, if he cannot be ſo in 
any other : He will be uſeful to the collective Body of 
the People, by enforcing the honeſt, and expoſing the 
weak, Opinions of Men and Things, which they may, 
fatally to themſelves and others, entertain : And he will 
be uſeful, likewiſe, to the Repreſentative Body, by pointing 
out the Evil of ſome temporary Laws, which, in their Na- 
ture, muſt become detrimental, when the Cauſe is removed; 
and which Nothing could ever render juſtifiable, but the 
neceſſary Prevention of a greater temporary Evil :== Such 
a Perſon may be happy enough to demonſtrate, in like 
Manner, the Expediency of other Ordinances adapted to 
the Wants of the Times; the Inactivity of which, like 
the Operation of the former, may equally affect the pub- 
lic Intereſt:— Thus far his Duty will lead him; and in 
this Capacity will he be received as a uſeful Member, 


while he honeſtly throws out his THouGnars with the 


Deference becoming his ſubordinate Station in Society, 
and with all the Reſpect due to the Wiſdom and Dignity 
of public Councils. GR, | 

2. TiMEs there are, no Doubt, when this Obligation 
of Duty to the Public ceaſeth; and when any Effort for 
its Reformation is both vain and prepoſterous 3 under 


tyrannical Governments, at all Times; and, at ſome Times, - 


under a free Commonwealth ; either when the Times are 
too angry andunbenevolent to bear with wholeſome Councils; 
cr when Faction becomes irreſiſtable; but particularly, 
in the gloomy Evening of a free Government, when every 
Species of public Corruption, and every Meaſure of private 


| Proſtilution, pervade the whole Body-politic, and hang 


out all the Signals of approaching Diſſolution . When 
this is the Caſe, the People, who drop all. Care of them- - 
ſelves, deſerve not«he Care or Pity of others; and every 
Concern about them would be as nugatory, as any a#rve 
Oppoſition to their Deftruftion would be unavailing and 
dangerous. | 

3. Wu this, however, is not the Caſe (as in our 
own Iſland at preſent) when the Vitals of the Re- 
public are ſtrong hen Virtue enough is left to _ 


| ('s) 
the diſturbed; drain off the overflowing, and direct the 
devious Springs of Government, the Good of the Whole, 
it may be ſtrongly hoped, will, ſooner or later, prevail; 
and the Efforts of the good Senſe and Virtue of the 
People will, on the ſame reaſonable Preſumption, be 
wound up in all the happy Conſequences attendant on 
true Religion and juſt Government. 

4. Wren the Appearances are favourable for this 
Diſpoſition, no Labour can be loſt, that tends to render 
it active and inflexible: And whenever it can be wrought 
to this happy Period, Controverſies about ſpeculative No- 
tions, ſa often the Parents of heavy Injury, will give 
Way; the Charm of Deception, and of Faction, its 
Precurſor, will be broke; unmeaning Syſtems, fugitius 
Opinions, and lucrative Error, will find little Shelter under 
the Standard of that Reaſon, by which alone the public 
Intereſt muſt be guided and governed. With this 
View it. was, that the Author of the following Sheets 
hath, at this Time, taken Pains to open the true Sources 
of ſeveral pungent Evils which affect us, and to lay down 
Principles connected immediately with the Happineſs of 
the Nation. In the Courſe of this Argument he pro- 
poſeth ſeveral relative Truths, too little attended to, but 
particularly applicable to the preſent State of Things in 
IRELAND, and deducible from thoſe ſalutary Principles 
which he eftabliſheth : He chuſeth ſuch as are moſt im. 
portant; ſome in their Nature — 3 ſome demon- 
ſtrable from Experience and Conſequences ; and all ſuch 
as every Individual, in a free Community, ought to conſi- 
der, with his whole Attention — an Attention the 
more indiſpenſible, as the Ignorance of theſe Truths 
moſt certainly . occaſions and ratifies the Ignorance of 
our true Intereſts, both as Men and as fellow Citizens 
as ſome may. be found diſhoneſt enough to reje& the 
Conviction of their own: Minds, in Favour of ſome pro- 
fitable Error, and as others may be found weak enough 
to reſiſt every Truth that interferes with Opinions which, 
however local or temporary, they have neither the Power 
of. rejeing or examining. | | KEE. 

5. WE are capable but of few Truths, in our preſent 
fallen and fallible State ; enough, however, for all its Pur- 
poſes of Government and Manners :- It would be vain 
and impious to ſeek for more. The Diſcovery, therefore, 
of theſe Truths, and the Application of them to theſe 


Purpoſes, 
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T 10) 

a ought to be the Care, as a Submiſſion to their 
Dictates ought to be the Buſineſs, of Mankind; ſince the 
more we ſteer our Courſe in the Paths of Truth, or de- 
viate from them, the more we tend towards a State of 
moral Perfection or Depravation, either as Members of 
Society, or, as Individuals. 

6. THe Progreſs, indeed, to political ( a) perfection, 


like that to the moral, is mach more ſlow, than the Pro- 


greſs from it : This demands great Attention ſurely ; 
— this Conſideration alone ſhould ever be preſent to ' 
Rulers and Legiſlators, leſt the Eſtabliſhment of ſevere 
and party Ordinances ſhould be miſtaken for the public 
Good, and left the Proſcription of any uſeful Set of Men 
ſhould be blended with a free Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment. Such a Diſpenſation, like flow Poiſon in a robuſt 
Body, muſt weaken the Whole, by weakening a Part ; 
and what ſhould not exiſt a Moment will become a bleed- * 
ing Sore. T his will often happen, no Doubt, through 
the Weakneſſes of human Nature, too jealous of parti- 
cular and ſeparate Intereſts : But ſuch a Diſorder is ever 
curable, under the Direction of Men, who learn, fr 
(5) Time and Experience, the true Judgments of Na- 


ture, as well as the Capriciouſneſs of ill-grounded Opi- 


nions; for no Opinion will long reſiſt indiſputable Facts, 
until the Republic falls into the Hands of wicked and 
deſperate Men: In that Caſe, the Sore, which bled be- 
fore, will now rankle ; and political will come in Aid of 
moral Evil : And hence thoſe Meafures of Government, 
which have, in moſt Ages, both tortured and waſted 
Mankind, with flow Efforts of Reformation in an 4 
Country, and no Appearances of it in moſt, 

7. The Reaſon of all which is plain : Perfons inte- 
tereſted in Error will not fail to eſtabliſh it, either by di - 
re& Force, or by the ſurer Means of Seduction. Armed 
with Power, or an Authority often ſuperior to Power, they 
will eſtabliſh this Error, however conſcious of it, and 
even in Inſtances which would diſgrace Truth it ſelf, upon their 


Terms of introducing it : And hence the Inutility, and al- 


ways the Danger, of propoſing any Meaſures of Recti- 


tude in the Countries where Tyranny and arbitrary Will 
alone give the Law, 


8, Anz0- 
1 a) See Lord Bolingbroke s Letters, 


(5) Opinionum commenta delet dies, naturæ judleis con- 
hrraas, Cicer. 


(1) | 
8. ABsoLvTE Authority muſt, no Doubt, be lodged 
in ſome. Hands, to keep Government from a State of 
Anarchy and Licentiouſneſs: It muſt be fo under free 
as well as deſpotic Conſtitutions ; but the Difference is 
great :—— In free States this Power is ſubject to Con- 


troul. In our own it is admirally fo. Kings may 
be depoſed, as well as Parliaments; when either, ſingly, 
or both, conjunctly, act again/? the Conſtitution, and be- 
come the Diſeaſe of the Public. Others, more, worthy 
of the Truſt, will be ſubſtituted in their Places. All act 
by Deputation from the collective Body of the People, 
the ultimate Reſort of Power. The Intereſt of the Peo- 
ple muſt be the ſole Object of Government; and no 
Pos which invades this Intereſt, can be long exerted, 
ift the People themſelves do not tamely and perverſely 
acquieſce in their own Ruin; a Caſe which can hardly 
be ſuppoſed, if Experience did not convince us that it is 
a Caſe very poſſible. | | 
9. Bur this ſtupid, this monſtrous Indifference of the 
People, is little to be apprehended, while they retain any 
generous Feeling for Fame, the leaſt Elevation of: Mind, 
any Regard for Poſterity, or any Senſe of Religion. 
Incapable of being bubbled or corrupted, they will as lit- 
tle ſacrifice the Common Intereft to preſent Gratification, 
as, in other happy Circumſtances, they will devote it to 
harty Intereſis, odious Diſti ctiuns, or imaginary Grievances. 
10 ſuch a Diſpoſition are the People of Ireland, at pre- 
ſent, with little Exception: Were they in any other, no 
Advantage would be taken of it. — Since the Memory 
of Things in this Iſland, from the Records of Hiſtory, 
we ſhall find no Reign ſuperior to this: Whether we re- 
gard the Heroiſm and Virtue of the Prince; or the Spi- 
rit and Wiſdom of our two Houſes of Parliament; or 
the good Effects of the Activity of the whole Legiflature 
in the great Progreſs of our Wealth, as well as the Pro- 
pagation of Induſtry, good Senſe, and benevolent Affec- 
tions, among all Orders of Men. Ir 1s: IN sven 
TiMmEs THAT THE Happiness OF THIS KINGDOM: 
MUST BE ERECTED ON THE FIRMEST Basis. The 
Enemies of Liberty are diſlodged : They are indeed never 
thoroughly defeated in any Country; but little is to be 
apprehended from them: At the preſent Time, a ſmall 
Reformation in our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution would diſ- 
arm the moſt dangerous among them. 


10. Hows 


(12) 
10. How much true Policy receiveth Aſſiſtance from 
Religion, particularly the Griſtian Religion, needs no 
Proof. The latter, wherever it prevails, diſpoſeth the 
whole Community to Acts of Benevolence; diſſuadeth 
its Votaries from thoſe bitter, and often ill- grounded, Re- 
ches, which produce Falſehoods and Rage among the 
1 Poverty, Weakneſs and Perſecutions in the State; 
uſeth no Violence, active or negative, where it cannot 
convince :— Connected with civil Government, it will 
procure, at leaſt it will labour to procure, the Eftabliſh- 
ment of the moſt equitable Laws, without Reſpect of Per- 
ſons; and it will reward and puniſh at a Bar, where no 
human Laws can take Cognizance. Its Prieſts will in- 
culcate this Doctrine, by Example, more than Words ; 
if they be real, not nominal Chri/tians themſelves. Such 
are ſome of the eternal Marks of the true Religion : 
Nor can any Religion be of God, where they are not 
under practical Obſervance. Any other Syſtem of Faith, 
under the Name of Chriſtianity, is but merely titular ;; 
profeſſed merely to preſerve deluſive Forms, and maintain, 
wager that Sanction, all the Violence of Faction and 
„ | | | 
I. CHRISTIANITY is greatly fallen from its pri- 
mitive Purity, in theſe latter Ages of the World; if the 
Deſcription here given be a juſt one. Let it be the Honor, 
as it muſt be the Happineſs, of our own Country, to re- 
ſtore this Religion to its original Spirit and Perfection, 
as far as that is poſſible, in the preſent State of Things. 
In its Nature, it is adapted te every Species of Govern- 
ment; but chiefly it flouriſhes under a free Form, where 
Examination is free, in its fullefl Extent ; and where its 
Truths appear the brighter, from the Torture of fair 
Debate, and the Colliſion (c) of different Opinions 
Thus will it be tried and proved, where Power will not 
intimidate, nor mercenary Views prevail : For, where- 
ever theſe Things interpoſe, the People, in Fact, cannot 
be free, let what will be ſuppoſed in the Scheme of the 
Conſtitution, ., Ra 

12. THe Principles, indeed, of our Civil Conſtitution 
are ſo fixed, fo evidently ſuited, to all the Ends of juſt 
Government, that any Perſons, or Parties, in Oppoſi- 
| tion 


: (c) Ut ex Collifione Opinionum eluceſcat et eruatur Ve- 
ritas. Ag, | 


(13) 

tion to them, ought not to be tolerated in any free Com- 
munity, without ſevere Reſtraints, and /efficient Marks 
of their political Reprobation :— But the CRI TERION of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Faith is far from being thus aſcertained ; 
and it is a deep, indeed the deepeſt, Sore of Chriſtianity, 
that it is not,Its Myſteries and Creeds are the Subjects 
of great Controverſy; and while they are fo, Controverſy 
muſt ſubhiſt, until Reaſon and Examination can decide —An 
Impoſition, therefore, of Silence, or, in other Words, any 
Violence, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, in ſuch a Caſe, would 
be the higheſt Tyranny imaginable ; as it would not 
only forecloſe all Controverſy, but exclude that public Ex- 
amination, in which Chriſtianity and the Public itſelf are ſa 
deeply concerned and intereſted. by | 
13. RETIIOIOx, therefore, being of the greateſt Im- 
123 to Society, it is the principal Duty of all 
ankind to examine it freely, and endeavour the Re- 
ſtoration of its Truth and Identity; and the legiſlative 
Powers, in every Land of Liberty, ſhould uſe every 
Means, propagate every Inquiry, and encourage every 
honeſt Effort, towards the Obtention of this End; as 
the beſt Security of Government itſelf, which is ever ſafe, 
or in Danger, in Proportion ta the Virtues and Vices of 
Men:—And the Activity of ſuch a Conduct is the more 
indiſpenſible; as no hcal Opinions, however lucrative, 
nor any ſyſtematical Deciſions, however obtained or ob- 
truded, can be any Sort of Equivalent for the Good here 

contended for, or even for the Want or Abſence of 

one ſalutary Chriſtian Truth. | 
14. THIS „then, is the Method dictated by Reaſon, and 
urged moſt forcibly by Experience, in the Diſcuſſion of this 
great Dueſtion before us; as a,Mis-conception of the Chriſ- 
tian Articles muſt produce the Error which we take for 
Truth ; and as an Error, of this fatal Eccleſiaſtical Caſt, 
becomes the Parent of thoſe Maſſacres and Perſecutions, 
which true Religion forbids, and which are not more 
deteſtable than deſtructive in their Nature: Such a 
Scrutiny is, therefore, the more urgent, as it is evident, 
from Hiſtory (a Monitor which ſhould be carefully at- 
tended to) That the proper Conception of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in the orthodox Senſe, hath once produced that 
Harmony among Men, to which Mankind were Stran- 
gers, in all the preceding Ages; and that ſince Chrifi- 
anity became a Religion of Contention and ſecular Power, 
_ Mimi 


nu ſed and matured, 


(14) 
Miſeries have enſued unkrown to the Heathen World. From 
ſuch a Scrutiny it will appear evident, that no proper 
Harmony can again be reſtored, without the Conſent of 
the Generality of all honeſt Men in thoſe Creeds, Myſte- 
ries, and Duties, which, however remote from the 
Sphere of our intuitive Knowlege, are, nevertheleſs, to 
be believed as divine, and conſequently ſalutary Reve- 
lations. | wy 
15. The Truths of Chriſtianity are infallible, al- 
though Popes and Prieſts are not: Some good Men 


| perceive and practice them: But it will contribute little 
to the Good of Mankind that a few only diſcover them, 


in the uncommented Pages of divine Writ. The Know- 


lege muſt become general, to be of general Uſe; and where 


can the Reformation, here contended for, take Place,- if 
not in Ireland? In this free Country, emerging, ſince 
the late happy Revolution, out of the Broils of Civil and Ec- 


clgſtaſtical Confuſion, —beginning, inſtead of ending, happy | 


Times, —ftarting into a learned, induſtrious, and wiſe Na- 
tion, — happy, beyond Example, in its Legiflature ; —hither- 
to unhurt by Luxury and its waſting Train of Evils, 
Corruption, Liſtleſſneſs, and Impiety : This Land, I 


ſay, thus ſingularly happy, is the fitteſt for opening the 


Sources, purſuing the Means, and obtaining the Ends, of 
true Religion and Government. 

16. Cox ED of Faction, the evil Genius of Liberty; 
and of Party, its falſe Guardian, —cautioned by the 
Miſcarriages of our Neighbours, inſtructed by our own, 
free, by the Virtue of our Anceſtors, what do we 
want, to complete our Happineſs, but acting for our- 
ſelves and for Poſterity ; as thoſe Anceitors have acted 


for us, at a Time when the Chriſtian World was inveloped 


in Popiſh Darkneſs, and Popiſb Superfittions ? 

17. Ou x Forefathers, by renouncing to the Principles 
of their Education, (next to Self- love, the moſt powerful 
Bias on the human Mind) have gloriouſly reſcued us from 
the Superſtitions of Rome, in whoſe Communion they were 
Can we therefore, without 


diſgracing the Reformation of thoſe happy Days; or without 
ſhewing our Conduct inconſiſtent with its firt and beſt 
Principles, ſtop ſhort from completing the great Work 
they begun ? . . b FRY 

18. The Reformation from Popery is far from being com- 
plete, 1. Becauſe the firſt Reformers had neither the 


(15) : 

Lights, nor Criticiſm, nor Knowlege of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, neceſſary for it; nor did that Age of Ignorance 
allow it. 2. Becauſe they acted in no Concert. 3. (a) 
HBecauſe, reforming themſelves, according to the; diffe- 
rent Circumſtances they were in, and according to the 
«© Characters of the few, who led the many; they could 
© not eſtabliſh, upon any firm Foundation, that ſacred 
«© Truth, which neither Circumſtances nor Characters 
© can bend; but to which every Citcumſtance and every 
00 Character muſt yield, while any Regard is had for the | 
** Qeconomy or Order of this World.” 

19. LET it be likewiſe conſidered, that (b) wat The 
“ Reformers, eſpecially thoſe who came lateſt, by en- 
<« forcing, too peremptorily, their particular Modes of 
Reformation, brought the People, in many Caſes, to 
© receive and reſpect, as divine Laws, even thoſe Orders 
« and that Diſcipline, which Expediency, or other politi- 
* cal Motiues, had ſuggeſted.” 

20. Ir muſt be conſidered alſo, that (c) © „The na- 
ce tural Tendency of this firſt Spirit in the Reformers, 
% was, not only to render all Comprehenſion or Recon- 
cc ciliation, among the reformed Churches, impraQticable ; 
© but to make the Diviſions, in every particular Church, 
« incurable.” 

21. IT is equally true, that, at the Commencement 
of this great Work, the Revival of Letters was but juſt 
in its Dawn: and that no Perſons. among the Reformers 


were, in any Degree of Erudition or Knowlege, to be 


paralleled with the Newtons, Laces, Clarkes, or St. Johns, 
of our own Times. 

22. IF then it be evident, that the great Work of 
the Reformation was left imperfect, we ſhould reſpect the 
firſt Reformers as the Perſons who pointed out the Way : 
We commend their Zeal, and reverence their Memories, 
for the Truths they reſtored, without any Deference to 
the Errors which they maintained, and could not, in the 
Circumſtances of thoſe muddy Times, avoid. Let us re- 
cognize our own ſuperior Knowlege and Advantages; 
and let us, to our utmoſt, turn all this Knowlege to the 
Recovery of primitive and peaceabl Chriſtianity. | 


(a) See Lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, m the Name of a 

(b) Did. [a 

le ) Jbid. | 
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„ (16) 
23. LET us not be miſunderſtood: We fincerely reve- 

rence the Church, eſtabliſhed by Law, in England and 

Hreland: We revere, likewiſe, the Church of Scotland, as 


confirmed by Law alſo, as well as the other Proteſtant 
Churches on the Continent: We reſpect each Syſtem, 


as a Counterweight to Popery, and as an Eſtabliſhment for 
the Sake of Order; until the Identity of Truth, and Union, 
the Conſequence of it, can ze reflored. But, with all 


Duty be it ſaid, we regard ne ſuch Syſtem as a Scheme 


of Authority to dictate, nor as a Plan of Power to punif 


and filence. 


24. CERTAIN it is, That the reformed Churches 


were no ſooner eſtabliſhed, under the Sanction of the 


Civil Magiſtrate, than the Reformers, not the Spirit of 
the Reformation, began to ſpeak other. Language than 
that with which they firſt ſet out, —Pepery began again 
to menace and ſtare, in a new Livery: Diſſentions 
grew high and intolerable in the Church of Geneva 
itſelf, the moſt conſiſtent of all: Excommunications 


led the Van, moſt abſurdly ; Perſecution followed, and 


Perſons, per- 


Tortures brought up the Rear: 


| Haps orthodox to Chriſt, were damned by the Church: 


And, here, at Home, the pious Fathers of the 157 1 Con- 
vocation declared expreſsly, That Perſons who, by 
% open Denunciation, are rightly cut off from the Unity 
& of the Church, and excommunicated, ought to be taken, 
* of the whole Multitude of the Faithful, as He aTHz ws 
% and PusLIiCans, until they be openly reconciled by 
« PENANCE, and received into the Church by a Ju box, 
& who hath AUTHORITY thereunto.” Can it be 
any Mvſtery, in our Days, what theſe Fathers meaned by 
Unity of Church, by Penances, or by that Fudge, who hath 
Authority, in this Manner, to deliver Heretics and Schiſ- 
matics over to Satan? Or who can be ignorant, 
that theſe were the very Men who tacked the Creed of 
Athanaſius to our Liturgy ; that Dealer of Damnation to 
all Mankind, (who do not receive his Doctrines) and the 
firſt Eſtabliſner of Monkery in Europe, and who rivetted 
the Chain. of Popery on the whole Chriſtian Church ? 

25. When ſacred Truth, as far as it was carried, be- 


gan, in this Manner, to wear the Apparrel of Error, 


no Wonder it ſhould be taken for Error itfelf ; and 
when the Builders of the Church, like thoſe of Babel, 
began to ſpeak different Languages, no Wonder if the 


(679) 

Building itſelf ſtopped, and that Confuſion, as well as 

Diſperſion, follo wem. eee 
26. Tus Spirit of Intolerance eſtabliſed by the 1571 

Canons, ought to be left to Popery ahne, as the Brand 
of its Reprobation. When Chriſtianity became the Reli- 
gion of the State, under Conſtantine, the true Spirit of it 
prevailed. That great Emperor and his Clergy inflied 
no Puniſhment on the renitent Heathent, who ſtood out. 
— Perſon, Property, Conſcience, were alt ſaſs and 
uninvaded ; Every Individual was left to the free Exami- 
nation of the new Religion, then eſtabliſhed; and to that 
Conviction, which Nothing, but a free Examination, can 
obtain, and which no Power on Earth can Force, | 

27. POPERY had little Influence, in the gloriaus Days 
of Conſtantine. ———Tt did not long remain in its lan - 
guid State: Succeeding Emperors, who were influenced 
by it, bid high for the Converſion of thoſe Heathens, who def 
piſed, and of thoſe Perſons, who quitted, the Chirch then 
eflabliſped. Then were Men puniſhed for their Sin- 
cerity, and rewarded for A/. The conforming Ma- 
nichean, in this View, became a ſound Catholic; and 
the Pevfon, who refuſed ſacrificing his Conſcience to the 
Dodtrines in Vogue, was excluded, of Courſe, from the 
cammon Rights of the human Species. dz Pee 

28. The Manicheans, once forced into Perjury, and 
into the Neceſſity of maintaining their public as well as 
private Religion; all Precautions to hinder their Promo- 
tion, in Church and State, proved abortive. And thus 
their Tormentors gave the State the moſt dangerous of 
all Enemies, @ fierce and concealed one; whom na Law 
could detect, and no Religion bind. 

29. How much fairer, as well as wifer, would it 
have been, to admit the Manichzans, from the Beginning, 
to profeſs the Religion of their Conſcience, without the 
Privation of Life or Property? The Sea, which might 
fall off, in one or two Ages, continued lurkmg in the 
Boſom of the Church for ſeven :——D———-THoneft at firſt, 


perhaps from Principle, reclaimable by Time and Beneves 
lenee, it at laſt became really deteſtable from Duplicity 
and Perjury, The Poiſon operated inviſibly, until, in 
the End, it produced thoſe terrible Convulſions, which 
tore up the Entrails of ſeveral Governments in Cen- 


| On 


30. Fxou this unhallowed Womb, may be traced 
the Genealogy of Perſecution, with all its Race of ſubor- 
dinate Harpies, who ſtill prey upon the Vitals of Chri/t- 
endom.s But a. wiſe People will ſoon detect, and a: 
prudent Legiſlature will eaſily diſarm, the Gera: of 
any Religion, whoſe Train is lifted up by ſuch a Family. 

31. WE have already expreſſed our Regard for the 
Churches eſtabliſhed by Law, in Great Britain, and 
Ireland: And let the Church Eſtabliſhment of any 

Country be what it will, it ſhould be revered as a Syſtem. 
of religious and moral Duties. nor ſhould any. Govern- 
ment admit, nor any honeſt Man require, to ſee it (a) 
factiouſyj attacked by any Set of People. What we 
humbly contend f6r, is, That every Means ſhould be 
ſought, to render our preſent Chriſtianity more. conſiſtent 
with itſelf, and with the primitive Times, than any Church, 
at this Day, appeareth to be. That the preſent Chriſti- 
anity wanteth Reformation, in ſeveral Particulars, and 
that. in Proportion as it is any Way alienated from the. 
true Spirit and Meaning of the ſacred Text; the Peace, 
Concord, and Intereſts of the Public will be affected. 

32. Fon it ſhould be very ſeriouſly conſidered, that this, 
or any Church, lying under the Conviction if its own Ortho- 
dexy, doth virtually lay Claim to the Infallibility fo boldly. 
contended for by the Church of Rome. . 

33. THAT. this Conviction is productive, in a high De-: 
gree, of that» fizrce: Zeal, which conſiders thoſe as Ene- 
mies to Society (on which, and no other Conſideration, is 
Perſecution, in any Degree, allowable) , wwhom it pro- 
nounces, before-hand, as Enemies to the Chuxch, © + 
34. THAT it is natural for this unbenevalent Spirit to 
deliver up that Body to Servitude, whoſe. Soul it delivered 
up before to Satan. 1 Cy 

35. rar the Spirit of our free Conſtitution is abhor-, 
rent of this Species of rel:gious Error; and that therefore 
it is high Time to reform our/elves from the ſpiritual Ex- 
communications, which have, ſo long and ſo amazingly; 

inſulted, our Underſtandings. Our Duty to God, and our 
e bb Ver 4156; Intereſt, 


(a) 1 fay fadiouſh attacked; to diſtinguiſh, the Violence of 
wadern Enthufiafts from the zealous, but meek, "Oppoſition of, 
the firſt Chri/fians to the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, in their, 


Time: Where Oppoſition of. the latter Kind is not borne, the 
worſt Species of Pepery is virtraliy eſtabliſhed. ; 


: C26 }. 

Intereſt, as good Citizens, call aloud for this Reformation, 
Religion is highly concerned, and Civil Society no leſs ſa. 
When a Man of found political Principles, and a Lover of 
this Conſtitution, is laid under ſevere Reſtraints for what is 
underſtood by the complex Idea of Hereſy ; the Eo+ i 24 
his Aftivity, of his Labor, and of his 1 155 , becometh the 

Loſs of the Public: And ſuch cauſeleſs Excluſjons from 
common Rights (which his Apoſtaſy would fecure. ta 
him, were he baſe enough to ſacrifice his Conſcience) are 
Nothing better than an wnblody Inquiſition ; the Torment, 
without the Privation, of Life ; a negative Interditt of all 
free Examination; and a flat Contradittion, not only io the 
Genius of our Conſtitution, but to the Law of the Goſpel, 

36. A wis E Government will pay but little Deference 
to lacal and momentary Opinions, although it may pru- 
dently, for a Time, bear with their Popularity; and take 
no Methods, but the moſt gentle, to wear off their Pre- 
valence in the Minds of a miſguided People. The People, 
by a happy Concurrence of Sicut wren (which never 
offered more opportunely than at preſent) will be eaſily 
brought off from religious Prejudices, when their Repre- 
ſentatives and Leaders ſhow the May. We know, by 


the Experience of former Times, particularly thofe. of 
Henry VIII, and Edward VI, how ductile the Genera- ' 
lity are in Alterations of this Nature. Corroding . 
Evils, productive of moral Wrong, and therefore, I ſup- 
poſe, of political Injury, which keeps: the Public under a 
waſteful Hectic, ought * not to ſubfiſt long, without a 
Remedy; much,lefs ſhould any ſuch Evils be guarantied 
by ſtanding Laws, which, at beg, will only ſecure Party- 
Intereſt, exclu/tve every other, and in their Operation 
provide Food for the very Diſorders they are deſigned ta 
„ M yy rf woe 
1 Max v, too many, among us, have long N . 
impoſed upon ourſelves.———We have. not the GRITE 
RON of true ( Narr . difſonant Creed, aur 
various and repugnant Syſtems af Faith ( all over Europe,) 
Avio that we have not. They ſhow little beſide the Con- 
fuſton 1. eHecurions, and Hatred which waſte and peel 
us,—— The "heiſts take more Advantage from this per- 
plexed Condition of benevolent Chriſtianity; than from 
all the poſitive, Arguments which they. ſo audaciviſly 
A Ig i” Lon ee 20330 40 
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38. Tuer advance, That the Religion of Nature, 
which admitteth of no ſanguinary Contentions, is pre- 
ferable to Chriſtianity, whoſe repugnant Creeds adminiſter. 
conſtant Fuel to them, 

309. Tux advance further, That the Forwardnefs of 
every Church, in maintaining, that it ** eſtabliheth all 
« neceſſary Truths, and impoſeth no ſinful Terms of Commu» 
% nion, is a fallacious, nugatory, and Popiſb Propoſition. 
For who will be Judge in ſuch a Caſe ?— 
By what Meaſure of Certitude. ſhall this infallible Ortbo- 
doxy be tried ? | ; 

40. Tux x affirm, That if the myſterious Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith were neceſſary Truths, we ſhould, after 
this long Series of ſeventeen hundred Years, have ſome 
Rule, beſide the Leſbian one, of the written Text. (ſo ex- 
poſed to different Interpretations) to try them by. 

41. Ther think, That if Chriſtianity. was a Syſtem 
of ſalutary Truths, thoſe Truths muſt be evident to all 
honeſt and diſcerning Capacities; not the Objects of 
mere Opinion, even to the #nowing. and learned; the Sub- 
ject of rancorous and perpetual Debate, and the plain 
Cauſes of thoſe political Injuries, to which the Heathen 
Nations have ever been abſolute. Strangers. 

42. Trey are, therefore, (in their own arrogant. 
Minds)-certain, That we have no Criterion for deter- 
mining what is, or what is nat, of Faith; and hence that” 
Conſequence of theirs, which it is impious even to 
mention. 8 | 0 

43. ANOTHER Sect of theſe Philoſophers. take upon 
them to advance, That if ever our benevolent Religion 
did really exiſt; yet, that it is evident we have eu 
Traces of it; and that what we moſt lay a Streſs upon 
produceth more moral Evil than Good in, the World —T 
know not if it be well poſſible, in the preſent Situation 
of Religion, to diſmount this Battery. (a) © Party. 
«© Zeal and private Intereſt have erected it, and the 
common Intereſt of Chriſtianity is wofully expoſed, 
% until theſe Supports are talen away, by the Honeſty, . 
% Piety, and Wiſdom of Men: Nor, in the Nature of 
** the Thing, can this Effect be obtained, without a _ 
* more accurate Examination, not only of the.Chriſtian, 
but of the Jewiſbß Syſtem, than learned Men have been 

„ hitherto 
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(a) Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 


5 ( 21 ) 
** hitherto impartial and ſagacious enough to take, or 
4 honeſt enough to communicate.” 

44. (a) WHriLsT the Authenticity and Senſe of the 
* ſacred Text remain as diſpdtable, to ſay no worſe, as 
the immenſe Labors of the Ghriſtian Drvines, in ſeve- 
«© ral Communions, have made them appear to be; 
„ Chriſtianity may lean on thg civil and eccleſiaſtical 
% Power, and be ſupported: by the forcible Influence of 
** Education: But the proper Force of Religion, that 
4 Force which ſubdues the Mind and awes the Con- 
* ſcience, by Conviction, will be wanting.“ 

45. IF all this be true, and Nothing ſure can appear 
more demonſtrable; will any Man, in this Age, be hardy 
euough to aſſert, or diſhoneſt enough to contend, That 
Chriſtianity doth not want Reformation? Some Efforts, in- 
deed, were made towards the Attainment of this great 
Point already, in theſe Lands of Liberty: How weak 
they have proved, and how Party and popular Madneſs 
ſtepped in to ſtop their Progreſs, is too well known, too 
ſeverely felt, to be here much explained. (8) Let us 
but obſerve a little the Characters and Conduct of 
% thoſe who began, who propagated and favored the 
Reformation of the ſixteenth Century; and, from 
our Obſervation of theſe, as well as of the unſyſtema- 
<< tical Manner in which it was carried on, at the ſame 
« Time, in various Places, and of the Want of Concert, 
© nay even of Charity, among the Reformers; we will 
* learn what to think of the ſeveral Religions that unite 
in their Oppoſition to the Raman, and yet hate one 
s another moſt heartily ; what, in ſhort, to think of 
6 the ſeveral Sects that have ſprouted, like Suckers, from 
* the ſame great Roots, and what the true Principles ars 
% of modern Eccleſiaſtical 1 ol | 
46. Tux unſyſtematical Manner, in which this great 
Work was carried on, would be, indeed, the Reproach 
of human Reaſon ; if we were not ſenſible, That other 
Movements in the Machine had à ſuperior Force of Caunter- 


ation, to fruſtrate the End firſt propoſed. Each Man for. 


tified himſelf within the Entrenchments of the ſacred 
Text, without conſidering their great Extent, and the 
Eaſe with which the Enemy could enter and occupy 

| | B 3 them; 


{a) Lord Bolingbrake's Letters, 
gs) Bid. | 
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E 
them : (a) “ For moſt certain it is, and Experience doth 
* every Day more and more demonſtrate it, That the 
% Text of 2 Writ is, on many Accounts, infufficient to 
ce be the ſole Criterion of Orthodoxy; that, from the firſt 
„ Promulgation of Chriſtianity to this Hour, the moſt op- 
e poſite, the moſt extravagant, nay the moſt impious Opinions, 
« and the moſt contradiftory Faiths, have been founded on 


* 


e the ſame Texts, and plaufibly defended by the ſame Autho- 


% rity.” lt will follow, therefore, that the true Crite- 
rion of Chriſtian Orthodoxy is ſtill wanting; and that, 
until it is diſcovered, by the Labor and Benevolence of 
Men, the Spirit ard Identity of the Chriſtian Religion will be 
wanting lik-wiſe. oe 
47. Ir then the Chriſtian Religion be a Matter of ſe- 
rious Concern |; if it promoteth Peace, Union, and Virtue, 
in out preſent State of Exiſtence; and enſures our Hap- 
pineſs in abetter; it is upon the Terms it was graciouſly 
revealed to us that it muſt do ſoz not by the different 


Churches of Chriſtendom, ſcolding and miſ-repreſenting 


each other. — This irreligious Ribaldry hath filled our 
Libraries, ſoured our Manners, and ſubſtituted a more 
than Heathen Averſion, in the Place of Chriſtian Benevolence: 


= (b) * The clerical Order, therefore, in all Chriſtian 


„ Communions, ſhould relent.— They ſhould, honeſtly 


and piouſly, join their Forces in the Cauſe of Chriſti- 
* anity, and eſtabliſh thoſe hiſtorical Facts, which are 
e the Foundation of the whole Syſtem, on clear and un- 


* queſtionable hiſtorical Authority; ſuch as they require, 
6 in all Caſes of Moment, from others; reje& candidly - 
e what cannot be eſtabliſhed, and purſue their Inquiries, 

© in the ſame Spirit of Truth, through all the Ages of 


the Church; without any Regard to Hiſtorians, 


« Fathers, and Councils, more than they are ſtrictly in- 
< titled to, on the Face of what they have tranſmitted 


to us; on their own Conſiſtency, and the Concurrence 


cc of other Authority.” And until all this be done, or 


| Tomewhat equivalent to it, by legiſlative Encouragement 
and Authority, what we have here quoted from as wi/e'a 
Man, and as great a Genius, as ever lived, will be verified; 


namely, that the proper Force of Religion, that Force 
85 «6 which 


(a) Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 
{b) bid. * 


(23) 
et which ſubdaes the Mind, and awes the Conſcience, by Con- 
„ viction, will be wanting 10. F 07-Ss 
438. Ir this Conviction. be really wanting, in the 
\ Breaſts of the Generality of Men: —If the Senſe. of the 
. facred Text be as diſhutable as ever :—If, to know what 
we. ought to do and avoid, it be neceſſary to know what ty 
believe If the true Spirit of Religion be actually extinct, 
vile Policy and Reaſon of State preſerve its various and 
repugnant Forms in ſeveral Countries: And, laſtly, if all 
this Confuſion and Scandal be fo productive of Theiſm 
and Infidelity; will it be ſaid, that a Reformation is not 
wanting? — Europe calls almd. for it: Let not our own 
Countries of Liberty and free Inquiry be deaf to this 
Call, although thoſe of the Continent ſhould ſtop their 
Ears, and prefer their miſtaken to their real Intereſt.— 
Let us begin, honeſtly and preparatively, by forbearing 
with one another.—Let us conſider ourſelves as Friends, 
until we are able to demonſtrate ourſelves as Brethren, 
-- embarked in the ſame Cauſe, Let us reflect, that, how- 
ever eaſy it may be to refute the Doctrines of others, we 
have ſtill no fure Criterion of the Certainty or Evidence of © 
- our own.;—lIf we ſeriouſly make this Reflexion, much 
Peace, and Peace is the End of all Religion, will enſue 
from it :—Such a Reflexion will operate ſtrongly to un- 
tie the Chains of honeſt Difſenters of all Denominations : 
Nor will we long ſuffer, that any Man, who loves the 
Conſtitution of our Civil Government, ſhall be galled 
- by the Yoke of Pains and Penalties, becauſe we hate the 
Articles of his Faith: For ſuch Articles are his Rules and 
beſt Prompters to moral Action; a Conſideration, which, 
inſtead of branding him as an Enemy, ſhould recommend 
him moſt to us. «47 41207 

49. THE Diſenters of any Property in theſe Kingdoms 
are, almoſt to a Man, Friends to our Conſtitution z and 
are ſo, not only from good Senſe, but from the ſtronger 
Tie of Se- Inter. Others, indeed, from the Peculi- 
arity of their Situation, uneaſy in their Fortunes, and 
_ reſtleſs in their Nature, would leap at any Appearance of 
Change, and run any deſperate Riſque, to bring their 
Country into Thraldom : Nor are they Diſſenters alone, 
who would thus labor to emerge out of the Wrecks of 
publick Happineſs : So languid is the Operation of Vir- 
tue, where Poverty and Ambition combine to beget Diſ- 
affection !--But let it be conſidered, That ſuch People 


| ſuit 


t24) 
ſuit their Religion to their Principles, not their Pri- 
ciples to their Religion. Inſtances of this, in the Civil 
Wars of England, are freſh in every Man's Memory. In 
thoſe of France, during the League, the Bible was equally 
on the Side of both the Popijh Parties, who then contended, 
under the Pretext of Religion, for the Loauis and Fiſhes 55 the 
State. And what I would infer from all this is, That 
we ought not to concern ourſelves, otherwiſe than 
Charitable Arguments, and the Force of Reaſon, about 
any Perſon's Religion; while he gives fatisfatory Tots of 
the Soundneſs of his political Orthodoxy ; what I cannot 
repeat too often, as it is a Maxim of the utmoſt Impor- 
' tance to the Peace, Quiet, Well-being, and Wealth, of 
this Country, 

50. LET us, in the Name of Juſtice, common. Senſe, 
Religion, own the Poffibility of being ourſelves deceived 
in the Conſtruction, Number, and Deficiencies of our 
Articles of Faith. Ve have, at preſent, no Rules for theſe 
Things, but ſuch as our Opponents will judge to be equally vn 
th. Hear of their own Doctrines.— Great Room, the 
greateſt indeed, is left for the Exerciſe of our Humility 
and Charity in this Caſe—none at all for the Puniſh- 
ment of any Set of Men, who enliſt, with Alacrity, under 
the Banner of our Conſtitution : Such a Conduct, 
while it promotes Knowledge, creates Harmony, and ac- 
cumulates Wealth, at Home, will brings this Nation inro 
the higheſt Credit, abroad; aud furniſſi ſuch an Example 
of good Senſe and Virtue, as few Nations, on this habi- 


table Globe, have hitherto exhibited. | 

51. This laudable, this reaſonable Conceſſion of the 
Poſſibility of being ourſelves in the Vrum, with Regard 
to controverted Points, would be one Step towards being 
in the Right: The mutual Forbearance we contend for 
would be the next: Are Hatred, Contempt, Exclu- 
ions, and Proſcriptions, on the Score of Religion and 
polem ical Doctrines, ſuch valuable Things, to this im- 
proving Nation, as not to be lightly parted with? Are 
our Peace, Condord, and good Senſe, to be all ſacrificed 
to the unhallowed Maxims of lucrative Error; or to the 
Intereft and Eaſe of thoſe haf. pace Papiſts, who, like 
Wolves, growl, and will ever growl, at the Dawn of 
Tight? We truſt in 'Gcd, that we are not devoted to 


ach a Calamity? Ny 
; --" of $2, Ir 


1 25) 


Fa. IT: ſhould ſurely be conſidered, That DiſaffeQion 
to the Religion of the State, is one Thing; and Diſaf- 
fection to the Conſtitution of our Country, quite another: 
Phat, in this Reſpect, no two Things can differ 
more, in their Nature That the. latter is highly cri- 
minal and puniſbable; but that the yrs under due 
Bounds, is, at all Times, par 3 .and, in ſome, 
highly laudable and meritorious. 
53. I bat better Teſt can Government -require of its Sub- 
jelis, than thetr thinkmg and acting, on the Principles of tha 
Conſtitution ? | | | 
54. Tuts political Union is, ſurely, fufficient 'for all 
good Purpoſes, in the preſent diſtracted State of Chriſti- 
anity—lf it be vain to think of religious Union, until uur 
can find out the Means and Criterion for it, What Con- 
duct doth Reaſon and Equity point out to us, but to 
encourage and reward all the Friends of Liberty, ef every 
Denommateon ; and with-hold the Puniſhment, where the 
Guilt is merely prablematical, and evidently, in the Caſe 
of moſt Men among us, #mprobable ? 1 
55. Ir muſt, indeed, be owned, that Jdentuy of Sen- 
timents, in Religion as well as Politics, is one of the ſtrangeſi 
Cements of that Concord and Charity, without whith human 
Society cannot well ſubſiſt. | FEA 11 
56. Bor it ſhould be conſidered, at the ſame Time, 
that this Identity of Sextiments, in any but the true pri- 
mitive Religion of Chriſtianity, hath a repulſive, as well 
as an attractive Power That, however productive it 
may be of a partial and temporary Union, it it equally 
Joaded with a proportianate Weight of Malevolence; and, 
a0onſequently, that the Religion of. this Species of Identity 
cammot be the Religion of Nature or Revelation. 
57. it eannot be the Religion of Nature: Becauſe Truth 
is here denied, in an Inſtance the moſt ſhocking to 
.Reaſon that.can be-imagined : But Nature depraved will 
adminiſter iNurture to it in the Paſſions, and mature it 
particularly in thoſe of Far and Auurice; one the fierceſt, 
the other the maaurſt, and both the moſt-ungenerous, that 
ever united, 0 render the Camitia of Mankind worſe'thais 
pure Natare alone could male it. | 
58. As little can uch a-Religion (ſhelter itſelf under the 
Banner of the Goſpel: Becauſe God wills the Goad of 
ll is Creatures; and becauſe, in every Page of 1 
| Writ, 


(26) 

Writ, the Abſurdity of ſuch a partial Religion is, di- 
realy, or indirectly, expoſed and condemned. 
Fo. SHOULD it not be ſeriouſly conſidered, (and the 
Conſideration would operate vaſtly for the Good of 
Mankind, God knows!) That, without implicit Sub- 
miſſion to ſome Authority, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, no 
two reaſonable Men were ever, in all Points, of the fame 
Religion? | | (4 8 | ; 
60. Dip ever any true, that is, any knowing Pro- 
teſtant, conform to any preſent Mode of Worſhip, ex- 
cept on a civil and fraternal Account; or would he not 
eftabliſh a Species of Popiſh Infallibility, in his Church, if 
he conformed on any other? | h 

61. WE have ſaid a great deal; (but T think, on fo 
zmportant a Subject, that too much cannot be urged) on 
the Abſurdity of puniſhing People on the Score of Reli - 
gion, ſo little aſcertained, and ſo little hurtfnl to Govern- 
ment, where the Profeſſors of any maintain no Doctrines 
frebver/ſpve of our Civil Conſtitution, —Let us apply this 
Reafoning to the Caſe of the Papifts of Ireland; a Prog, 
who, ſince the Death of our great Deliverer, King Wil- 
Eam III, have been burdened with a heavy Code of ex- 
cluſive Laws, and who have proved a mighty Obſtacle 
to the Induſtry, Wealth, and Improvement of this Na- 
tion, by their being ſo. 3 

62. Ir will be ſaid, it hath often been ſaid, That 


the Profeſſors of Popery maintain Principles of Govern- 


ment diametrically oppoſite to a free Form of Govern- 
ment, —With what Spirit ſuch a Propoſition hath been 
to this Day, propagated in a free Country, I ſhall not 
go about to enquire.—Let us try the Truth of it, by the 
inflexible Evidence of Experience and Facts. " 

63. Wr x the Miſſionaries of Gregory I. eftabliſhe 


the Romiſh Doctrines in England, that Pope found the 


Saxms free, and meddled not, in the leaſt, with their 
Civil Government. Thus they continued for many 


Ages, the freeſt People on Earth. 


. (a) © Soon after the Norman Conqueſt, the 
c Laws of Edward the Confeſſor were reſtored: The 
4 Rights of the People were ſoon re- aſſerted; and the 


e third Prince of this Race, Henry the Firſt, cove- 


“ nanted, in a ſolemn Speech to his People, 3 
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« Afhiſtance againſt his Brother Robert and the Normans 3 
«© by promiſing that ſacred Charter, which was, in 
other Reigns, ſo often and ſo ſolemnly confirmed; 
ce by engaging to maintain his Subjects in their antient 
* Liberties; to follow their Advice, and to rule them 
e jn Peace, with Prudence and Meekneſs : In antiquis 
« veſtris Libertatibus ; veſtris inclinando Conciliis conſultiùs 
cc t mitiùs, More manſueti principis.” 

65. Ox the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in Treland, 
the Romiſb Miſſionaries made no Attempts upon Liberty 
nay they joined in aſſerting and confirming it, if we 
Can credit the antient Annals of thoſe Times. Certain 
it is, that, during the whole Time of the Hy -NMall Oe- 
conomy, Ireland, if I may ſo ſpeak, became the Temple 

of Liberty, and the Emporium of Learning to all Eu- 
rope. Thus it was here, for fix hundred Years; until 
Liberty itſelf was over-turned, by the licentious Abuſe 
of it, in the Hands of our Provincial Demagogues. 

66. In Spain, the moſt bigotted Popiſh Country in the 
Warld, the People were free, in the utmoſt Extent of the 
Word, until the Time of Charles V. ——(b) ©** The 
« Kings of that Country were firſt elective, and always 
„ limited; even after they became hereditary — The 
% Cortes, or Parliaments, confiſted of the Nobles, and 
the Procurators, or Repreſentatives, of their Com- 
mons.— To preſerve the Independency of this Aſſem-, 
bly, theſe Procurators were to be paid by the Corpoy 
s rations for which they ſerved —T he King was to gi 
* no Office, or Salary, to any of them. No Mane 
& could be raiſed, without the Conſent of this Aſſem- 
bly ; and it was a ſtanding Maxim, or Order, that 
© Reareſs of Grievances ſhould precede the Grant of 
% Supphes,” . 

57. IF all this be true, of the Saxon, Norman, Iriſh, 
and Spaniſb Conſtitutions of Government, in the darkeſt 

Days of Fopery; it will follow, That the Propoſition, 
advanced above, is falſe and fallacious : and that no Go- 
vernments were ever worſe adapted to any of the Pur- 
poſes of Servitude, than thoſe here referred to; and that 
few can furnifh richer Examples of true Virtue, Juſtice, 
and Fortitude, | | 


68. At- 
(a) Oliraſtiis Remarks. 
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68. Ar THovGR theſe hiſtorical Truths muſt . elude 
all Cavil ; yet poſſibly it may be demanded, how it came 
10 paſs, that Papiſts are, at this Day, Slaves in almuſt 
every Popiſh Country ?. — The Anſwer is ready They are 
Slaves through the Severity of their abſolute Govern- 
ments; and they were made fo by Fraud, Corruption, Le- 
nality, and ſtanding Armies. 

69. WE muſt not advance, in the turgid Rhetoric, and 
declamatory Style, of a certain witty and unfair Writer, 
that ® © no Branch of Civil Liberty ever yet ſubſiſted 
«« under the. Fapal Hierarchy.” — He knew the Reverſe 
of all this, when he inſulted ſo cruelly the one Half of 
his Readers:—Slavery, in Fact, is not of Popery, or Pro- 
teſtancy: Otherwiſe Liberty could not prevail, for many 
Ages, under the undiſturbed Domination of all the Fopiſo 
Cyperſtitions; nor would abſolute Power, in our own 
more enlightened Times, prevail, as it doth, in the 
Proteſtant Countries of Saxony, Bi andenburgh, and Den- 
anark. 

70. TussxE Truths ſhould be developed and explained, 
in their utmoſt Extent ; as the Ignorance of them fo highly 
affects our Trade, our Commerce, and a great Part of 
our Fellow-SubjeAs —Every Truth, particularly a "Truth 
of this Importance, is a valuable Acquiſition to Society; 
and he will be found the trueſt Friend to Society, who 
Hhoneſtly wnfolds them. The Reverence we owe to Truth 
muſt extort ſuch Conceſſions from us.— The Duty we 
owe our Country calleth aloud for this Candor: Nor 
eng ht cer juſt Deteſtation of any Aode vf Superſtition inter- 
fere with. it. 

71. Our Fopiſh Subjects, indeed, do us great Hurt; 
and Nothing but our yielding Temper, in the Relaxa- 
tion of the penal Laws againft them, hinders them from 
doing a great deal 1 their Bonds, we 
put ſome Life into that deſponding Race, and render 
their Condition, in ſome Reſpects, happier than that of 


 _ their Fellow-Slaves in France and Ttaly. 


72, Max': not this bigotted People prove worthy of 
all this Tenderneſs, by affording, in Return, the moſt 
Pregnant Inſtances of CO which any Gouernment can 
require of its diſſenting Subjects; by Obligations of Gra- 
titude, which no Superſtition can ſuperſede $9 by 


See the Farmer's Letters, publiſhed in 1745, or 1746. 
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Motives of Religion too, where their Duty leads ſo evi- 
dently to their Intereſts? | | 
73. AND, in Fact, what can impede the Fapiſts of 
Ireland from approving themſelves as good Subjects, under” 
this free Government, as their Brethren in Germany, under | 
the abſolute Governments of Brandenburgh and Saxony. 4 
74. AND may not the conſtant Rule of the Great 4 
Queen Elizabeth, in making the proper Diſtinction, be- 
tween Papiſts in Conſcience- and Papiſts in Factian, be. a8 
worthy. of our Conſideration, as ever it was of that 
glorious Princeſs, who eaſily found a Teſt for the Trial 
of the one and of the ther g | | | 
75. Ir may probably be ſaid, That, however Papiſts 
may, prove good Subjects in other Countries: Yet, that, 
by. their Religion, they are, and muſt be, the natural 
Enemies of every Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment.—Queen Ela- 
beth, and the late King William did not think ſo. But, 
waving what they thought, or what the preſent wiſe 
King of Pruffia, and. other Proteſtant Princes, actually 
think; this Poſition conveys an Idea. ſomewhat. re- 
ſembling a mixed Mode in Speech, and conſequently ad- 
vantageous to a diſboneſt Adverſary : Becauſe the Poſition | 
may be e or falſe, according to Circumſtances and Cen- 
junfures; a Diſtinction which ſuch an Adverſary wil 
be ſure never tio male. The, Argument, therefore, i: 
highly fallacions : It carries the Semblance only of Truth 
and while it. appeals, in Appearance, to the Reaſon; it 
forces it Way, in Fact, on the Paſſions, of the prejudiced © 
and unwary; on the Credulity, Waywardneſs, and Futi- 
lity. of Men: Thus do they argue in France, to. the 
Deſtruction of Reaſon, and the common Intereſt, for the 
Proſcription of their Proteſtant Subjects (the beſt and 
moſt' uſeful Subjects of that Country); and thus the 
Heathen Emperors of Rome argued, to juſtify, the cruel: 
Proſcriptions of the beſt. Subjects of that extended Em- 
pire, for the perſonal Intereſt of the worſt and baſeſt— - 
Had the Argument, indeed, been. fairly ſtated, That the 
Proteſtants in France, and the Papiſts here, are natural 
Enemies to the eſtabliſhed Flierarchy, the Propoſition would 
be ſtrictly and religiouſly Juſt It is true of the Predy- _ 
terians, Qualers, and Methodiſts of this Country, as well. 
as of the Papiſts : Nor is the Deſire of any Sect, to ſee 
its own Opinions prevail, criminal; while contained {as 
we obſerved above) within the Reſtrictions of Law and 
| ; Reaſon 
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Reaſan.— Government will eaſily find Means for its own - 
Preſervation, in a Caſe of this pardonable Nature, with- 
out Perſecutions and Combuſtion ; Methods highly de- 
teſtable and never juſtifiable; but in the Caſe of open 
Invaſions of Civil Authority : — Our Legiſlature will 
eaſily learn whether our recuſant Seis of Presbyterians 
and Papiſis mean to propagate their ſeveral Doctrines, 
under the above Reſtrictians; or, whether they mean the 
Subverſion of the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, and put all to 
the Hazard, rather than that they ſhould not prevail :—If _ 
it be the latter, Government will be in Time for anſwer- 
ing ſternly to ſuch rebellious Demands ; and if the for- 
mer, this wiſe Legiſlature will give them no Diſturbance: 
They will not create, and then puniſh, Enemies to the State; 
much leſs will they throw up any Mounds againſt the 


Wealth, Credit, Harmony, good Senſe, and Happineſs of 


this Nation, becauſe ſome are weak, others angry, and 


ſtill perhaps a greater Number poſſeſſed with that ſelfiſh , 


Spirit, which will hearken to no Reformation in this 
Country, leſt it ſhould interfere with their own profit= 
able Ms Whatever ſhould be prudently indulged 
to ſuch Minds, with Regard. to the. Loaves ang Fifhes of 
the Hierarchy — whatever Compoſition we may. make 
with this irritable Race, for the Sake of Peace: yet ought 
we to take great Care, that they ſhall not, for the future, 
make a Monopoly of the Reaſou of Mankind ; which 
hitherto hath, for the greater Part, proved the Eccho of 
theirs, all over Europe. Our 4 may be tried by 

the Sacredneſs of an Oath, as well as by the Tendency of 
their Conduct: And if the Oaths of Fapiſts are not to 

be relied on, in the Caſe of Fidelity to Government, it 
would be abſurd to rely upon their Sincerity in any other. 
But we may piouſly believe, that Perjury is not an Article 
of their Faith, while they declare it damnable in every 
Caſe. And if they voluntarily offer us their Loyalty, 


on this ſolemn Teſt—if they give us the ſtrongeſt Evi- 


dences we can expect of their Pia" beſide their acca- 


ſional Conformity, whlch is the weakeſt and worſ/t—if they 


will ſwear, without the leaſt Tergiverſation, That they 
owe neither the Pope, nor any other foreign Prince, the 
ſmalleſt temporal or civil Allegiance—nay more, if they 
depoſe, that they will never attempt, and that it is an Ar- 
ticle of their Faith nat to attempt, the Introduction of their 

| on 
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own Tenets by War or Violence. — What more can this, or 

or any other, Government require? | 
76. Ix all Queſtions, of a complex Nature, in Politics, 
Counter-weights of Good and Evil will appear in the 
Scale of. Poſſibilities : A wile Legiſlature will ſoon diſcern 
which preponderates ; and be determined by the Reality, 
not the Opinion, of Things. Againſt the Poſſibility of. 
any Conſpiracies of the Papiſts they will weigh the pre- 
ſent Temper of this People, as well as their Behaviour for 
ſixty Years paſt ; the Importance of their Labor, at this 
Time, and the Hurt done to Ireland by the Suſpenſion, 
or ill Uſe, of it, ſince the Commencement of the preſent 
Century :—Againft the latent and diſavowed Reaſons of 
interglied Men for the Extirpation of this Race, they will 
weigh the Groundleſſneſs of their Clamour, and the 
Fallaciouſneſs of their Arguments: — They will take into 
Conſideration the preſent impotent State of the Papiſis, 
the Teſt they are ready to offer of the Soundneſs of their 
Principles, and the vaſt Uſe which may. be made of 
their Labor and Induſtry, by a ſmall Act 4 Indulgence 2 
How the Growth of our e in this Inſtance, muſt 
waſily exceed the Grawth or Hurt of Popery, in any: 
How this groſs Superſtition, in our preſent Circum-- 
ſtances, can come in no Sort of Competition with the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, even here in Ireland; much leſs, 
when backed with the united Strength of South and North 
Britain:—A Senſe of all this will, ſurely, enable us ta 
find Means for giving Alacrity to all the Popi/h Hands in 
the Kingdom (inſtead of forcing them to labor againſt 
us, in any foreign Land) without the leaſt Detriment, 
but with great Advantage, to the Public: The Con- 
viction arifing from theſe Reaſons of Fact and Experience, 
will, ſurely, weigh heavily againſt the light Scale of pro- 
blematical Contingencies, ill-grounded Prejudices, and. 
crude Exaggerations; Things which, in Proportion to 
their Operation, muſt, more or leſs, prove the Curſe of this 
and every other free Natiun. 5 5 
77. ALL wiſe States who ſet conſtitutional Limits to 
their own Power, will not fail to throw up a Boundary 
to that of others; when it becomes threatening or for- 
midable: As little will they think of weakening it, when 
it can be ſafely exerted for the Good of the Public 
Deference muſt be had, no Doubt, to the Apprehen/ions 
of the People; and unpopular Laws, however ſalutary, 


dy will 
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will, for a Time, be ſuſpended, on the ſame Principles ; 
until ſuch. Apprebenſions are removed. All this being 
granted, it will not, in any Sort, preclude the T75a! of 
Experiments;, which promiſe a a great deal, and with 
which Prejudice alone can hardly have the leaft Conten- 
tion, and Reafbn none at all :—In religious Reformations, 
we have fiown, how foon the Eyes, of the People are 
opened, when the principal Men of any Country take 
the Lead: —In Affairs of Power and Property, an Ap- 
plication to the Senſe of the People may, from various 
Cauſes, be leſs ſucceſsful, and more ſlow, in its Opera · 
tions: We may, however, conclude, from good Grounds, 
that, in a Country, circumftanced like ours, at.prefent, 
the Weight of Reaſon (fo evidently connected with its 
immediate Tntereſts and Proſperity) will prevail over all 
our Civil, as it certainly will over our Religious, Pree 
nun - B ä 
78. In a Country like aurs,, bleſſed with the mildeſt 
Climate in Europe, fingularly happy in, the Fecundity 
of its Soil, it hath been long our Reproach, and much 
lamented by all who have een for the Health and 
Opulence of the Inhabitants, That no effectual Method 
hath been Ritherto hit upon, to reclaim our waſte Lands, 
near one fifth, by Computation, of the whole Ifland. 
Here then are more than three Millions of Acres utterly 
| flee to the preſent Proprietors; highly noxious to the 
ir, by a conſtant Supply of peſtilential Vapours from 
ſtagnated Waters; and highly preventive of the Growth 
and Eaſe of Mankind, on that Account, not to mention 
the Growth of our Wealth and Induftry :—Tt is evident 
that all our preſent Methods. will not, in five hundr 
Fears produce the Cure of this Eil. 
79. Mar not an Act of Parliament be fafely paſſed, 
qualifying Fapiſts to purchaſe and improve our waſte and 
uſeleſs Lands? And would not ſuch Improvement give 
r-land, in ſome Years hence, the fineſt Face of any 
Country in Chriſtendom ? 3 ig 

80. Th 


he Papiſts, debarred by Law from occupying 
Land, except for, a ſhort Term, and upon an improved 
Rent, will make the beſt Uſe they can, but the worſ# 
for the Public, of the few Years they hold: — They ne- 
ceſſarily impoveriſh and waſte our beſt Lands; nor can 
they, in the Nature of the Thing, or conſiſtently with 
their expiring Intereſt, act otherwiſe : As the leaſt Im- 
| provement 
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provement twould raiſe the Value of their Holdings, and 
tempt Prote/tant Farmers to take Leaſes in Reverſion. 

81. By the Scheme here recommended, three hundred 
| thouſand Hands would be ſhortly at Work, to improve, 
Inſtead: of waſting, our Lands; and without this, or 

ſome better Scheme, is it not evident, that our large un- 
 bealthful Waſtes muſt continue waſte ? | | 

82. IT is, ſurely, fitter, that thefe extenſive, theſe in- 
fectious, Wilds of Ireland ſhould become profitable in 
Popiſb Hands, (in the Hands of our own Subjects) than in 
none ; nor can aught that muſt add ſo much to the pub- 
lic Stock weaken, plain it is that it will greatly Arengtben, 
the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

83. What Equivalent can we ever have for the Con- 
tinuance of an Evil fo deſtructive, and yet fo remediable, 
as this before us? Or is it wiſe to loſe ſuch large Tracts, 
to yourſelves and to your Poſterity, rather than 279 an 
Experiment, by which hau muſt gain a great deal, and 
riſque Nothing ? | 

84. ARE three Millions of FItatute Acres, improveable 
from Nothing to four Shillings each Acre, worth Nothing? 

85. Is any remote, or, to ſpeak the Truth, any ima- 
ginary Danger, from our Pop1yſh Subjects, to be put in 
the Balance with the immediate Benefit of our Country? 
—Or ſhall this People be enabled, by Law, to waſte our 
Lands, like an Enemy in open War with us; while, lie 
 peaceable Subjects, they may be encouraged to improue 

them ?-—What Right have they to Impunity for actual 
Injuries? and is admitting them to make us Reparation the 
moſt ineligible Step we can take? 

86. Ir the Evil of Party and Faction governed here, 
| as it did formerly in England, the Excluſion of Fapiſts 
from the Service of their Country would appear unrea- 
ſonable; but in no Way ſtrange or uncommon : For the 
Spirit of Faction will make and magnify the moſt im- 
probable Dangers: But now that this execrable, this 
inexorable, Spirit, is conjured down, by the Wiſdom of 
our own Times; it can hardly be conceived, that any 
Remains of imaginary Fears ſhall operate as ſtrongly in 

aur Caſe, as affected Fears did formerly in theirs, 
87. Lr it be remembered, and few Leſſons can be 
more edifying to this improving Nation, That when 
Party and affected Fears governed in England, it availed 
but little to be of the Church eſtabliſhed; without ſub- 
C ſcribing 


(34) 
ſcribing zealouſly to all the By-Creeds of thoſe who directad 


it:. — At one Time, the Whigs were overturning the 
Church—at another, the Tories were bringing in Popery 
and the Pretender : - Neither of theſe Accuſations was 
true; ſufficiently efficacious, however, for the Purpoſes 
they were brought, for the temporary Power, or Proſcription, - 
of either Farty, in the ſeveral capricious Interludes of 
Power :—— Thus was that ſacred Liberty, ſo dear to 
theſe Nations, crucified, for a conſiderable Time, be- 
tween the Thieves of the Public; and it is a Providence 
that it was not fo to Death, and for ever! 

88. Party, Calumny, and frivolous Jealouſies, muſt, 
ſ.:oner or later, vaniſh, where there can be no Matter 
for them: And very minute Politicians they muſt be, in- 
deed, who would maintain theſe Jealouſies, by parallel- 
ing the preſent Race of Papi/ts, with their Fore-fathers, 
who kept ours in a continued State of Warfare and Civil 
Diſcord : What do theſe unfair Topics tend to, if 
not to an everlaſting Warfare with common Senſe and 


the public Intereſt? 


89. FroM the Year 1533, to the full Eſtabliſhment 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt, the Papiſts of Ireland had a 
great Stake to ſtruggle for,—the Religion of their Educa- 
tion, and the Lands of their Anceſtors; all the Strength 
that hereditary Right can give to Opinion or Property 
They oppoſed the Reformation, in the Manner, and on 
the Terms it was rather impoſed, than offered, the Ex- 
cluſion of the Papal Authority; while the Spirit of 
Popery . invaded, with as much Fierceneſs as ever, by 
temporal as well as ſpiritual Excommunications := 
They attempted to throw off our Civil Government, ra- 
ther than accept of our Church Government. They, 
therefore, took up Arms from political, as well as reli- 
gious, Motives; and who will deny that ſuch Struggles 
were then juſtifiable, whether they were prudent or not; 
neceſſary in ſome Conjunctures, and never unnatural or 
rebellious, but under od and fixed Eſtabliſhtnents ? 

g0. IT is, ſurely, one Thing to oppoſe a new and con- 
troverted Eſtabliſhment ; but quite another to oppoſe an old, 
and conſequently a egal, one: While the whole People, 
or the Majority in Power and Property, are fond of it, 
this old Settlement ſhould ſtand; however abſurd it may 
be, from miſtaken Notions, or however hurtful to the 
general Intereſt ; Oppoſition, in the firſt Caſe, is juſtifi- 


able, 


( 35) 
able, from the Laws of Religion and Reafon : Oppoſi- 
tion, in the laſt, is that of Traitors, if they are inveſted 
with any Share of Power; and of Madmen, if they are 
not. phe bo] . ö 
91. TE Papiſis know very well, and they are long in 
the Practice of, this Diſtinction of Religion and Reaſon: 
If, therefore, the Improvement of our waſte Lands can 
never give them the Power, nor their own Principles the 
Right, nor our Indulgence the Will, to attempt a Change 
—what have we to dread ; nay have we not a great deal 
to hope, from the Labor and Induſtry of this People? 

92. It is inconceivable what good Effects a little 
Kindnefs will have on Societies of Men, long groaning 
under the Preſſures of Power: Like Criminals under 
Sentence of Death, any Kind of Tranſportation will be 
deemed Mercy to them: When they are puniſhed 
for Opinions and ' problematical Guilt, they naturally will 
grow liſtleſs and dejected: Or, if ſome are born with a 
more generous Turn of Mind, they quit, and quit for ever, 
the Land of their Sorrow and Exile, their native Country ; 
carrying off all their Wealth; and Spirit, to enrich. au- 
other, perhaps that of a natural Enemy :—— Others, by 
baſe Habits, joined to the natural Conſtitutions of their 
Minds, and born to more ductile Principles, or, in 
Truth, to no Principles, (except ſuch as are lucratiuve and 
in Faſhion) veer about to the legal Worſhip, as to the 
Road to Liberty and Preferment; without any previous 
Diſcipline, or - Examination, to aſſure their Convictian:— 
Such Men, as I obſerved: before, begin Life with Per- 
jury, and too often end it in Infidelity ; at laſt in a Re- 
lapſe to the Religion of their Youth :—Of little Religion 
themſelves; ,they propagate none in their Families; or, 
if any, a Tincture of their firſt Doctrines, certainly an 
utter Averfion to any other; although Appearances are in- 
culcated as neceſſary— Thus it was with the Manicheam, 
who profeſſed; and deteſted, the legal Religion of their 
Days; and thus it is with thoſe Proteſtants, who are now 
dragooned into the French Court Worſhip: — Should our 
Papiſts become Converts of this Stamp, they will become 
Enemies indeed; and ſuch as no Law can detect, or puniſh : 
A few Generations may render them ſo numerous, that 
Government itſelf, in Caſe of Invaſions, or Inſurrec- 
tions, may be no Match for them. 


C 2 93. War- 
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93. WHrareveR Religion People profeſs, it is the 
Intereſt of Government that they ſhould be /incere in it, 
while they proteſt againſt all Principles ſubverſive of its 
Order, or Well-being :—We cannot, indeed, too much 
lament the little Share Reaſon or Examination have in 
the Religion of the Papi/ts ; and it were to be ſtrongly 
wiſhed, that we had no Occaſion for extending this 
Tenderneſs to any other religions Parties: We heartily 
pity them all: We know not, (for God only knows) 
how far they are accountable, or culpable ; the Meaſure 
of human Reaſon being, in the general, fo ſcanty, the 
Means of Knowlege ſo inacceflible, and Examination vir- 
tually interdicted, in even the freeſt Countries: What- 
ever the Failings of the Obſtinate and Invincible may be, 
it is certain, that Inſincerity is not of the Number: They 
adhere to their religious Principles, maugre all the Inca» 
pacities of Law, all the Sollicitations of Self- /ntereſt, 
and all the Punctures of Ambition This inflexible 
Sincerity, ſo laudable in the Profeſſors of the orthodox 
Worſhip, cannot, for aught we know, be criminal in thoſe 
who profeſs a different one; or, if it be, cannot be cog- 
nizable before our human Tribunal. As, therefore, the 
fincereſt muſt be the honeſteſt Papiſis, they ought, on that 
Account, to be by ſa much the 4%, inſtead of being by 
ſo much the more, the Objects of our Reſentment. 
94. In a Religion, whoſe Myſteries, Articles, and 
Creeds, are controverted all over Europe, who can be ſure 
of his own Profeſſion of Faith ? Or, if he were, (which, 
at preſent, indeed, implies the ridiculous. Infallihilty of 
the Romiſh Communion) why ſhould ſuch Orthodoxy - be 
the Teſt of Liberty, or any different Greed. the Means of 
Servitude, to any honeſt Members of the Body politic? 
— The Rewards and Puniſhments of Government, which + 
ſhould ever be converſant about palitical and moral Evil, can- 
not extend to the Determination of Points of Faith; without 
deſtroying Faith :—If, therefore, the Fapaſts. cannot diſturb 
the State, let us enable them, to the beft of our and 
their Power, to ſerve it. I heir Superſtition is their .oxpn.; 
but their Induſtry and Improvements -ovrs.: "Their Idle- 
neſs, their Flight into foreign Lands, and their. officious 
Labor in waſting the Lands they occupy, may: be ſaid 
to be ovrs alſo: Are the Incapacities, which the Fapiſis 
groan under, a ſufficient Equivalent for the Neglect of 
planting, enriching, and adorning, this Country ?—Or are 
e | unhealth- 


(37) - 
unhealthful Swamps to be preferred to thoſe Popiſbß In- 
habitants, who now people our Cities, and are already 
let into our beſt Lands, and into the Commerce of the 
whole Kingdom ? : | 

95. ARE there no Halcyon- Days for this Country, 
until all its Inhabitants profeſs the Religion of the Civil 
8 2 N 

96. Ir the Proportion of Proteſtant and Papiſt, in the 
Kingdom of Scotland, was as two hundred to one, even 
in the Reign of King Garles II, (according to Sir (a) 
Milliam Temple), may it not be ſaid, that North-Britain 
was then in the Situation we ſo earneſtly wiſh Ireland to 
be, at preſent. 

97. AnD what has that I fated Country gained, in 
Power or Loyalty, by this Eradication of Popery ? 

98. How often, how cruelly, but how juſtly, hath 
that antient and heroic People ſuffered, by their unnazu- 
ral Rebellions and crude Factions, in the Compaſs of theſe 
laſt forty Years? 

99. May not dangerous Factions ſpring up in Jre- 
land, when Popery, now expiring, is laid fairly proſtrate 

in its Grave? . 

100. HATH Eugland ought to fear from this my of 
Popery, which ſome, with ſo much AﬀeRation of Ter- 
ror, let looſe upon us? Or, if the Conſtitution of theſe 
happy Kingdoms ſhould ever be openly attacked, or ſe- 
cretly undermined, by any future Factions; from what 
Quarter is the Danger moſt &kely to come? 

101, Is it fair, or honeſt, to avert our Eyes from 
the Proſpect of alarming Dangers, and fix them upon 
the Utopian Phantoms thrown in the Way by thoſe, who 
aefign thiſe Dangers, and mean to emerge out of Sordid- 
neſs and private Diſtreſs, by the Succeſs of them ? 

102. WE are too wiſe, it is hoped, to forego the Ad- 
vantages of an Addition of three Millions of profitable 
Acres to this Iſland, while the Means are in our Hands: 
As little ſhall we forego the Uſe of that Reafon, which 
kind Heaven hath granted to us, to fight the Bigots, or 
detect the Enemies, who, (if their Advice prevailed) 
would rob this Proteſtant and thriving Nation of a future 
annual Sum of five hundred thouſand Pounds in Addition 
to our national Stock. $2 | 
C3 103. Is 


(a) Temple's Memoirs, 
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103. Ir Money be, at preſent, (as it certainly is) the 
Meaſure of Power; what an Addition muſt one Half 
Million yearly be to the preſent Fund; what a Barrier 
againſt our Fop;þ Neighbours abroad, who, by a Million 
of Degrees, are more formidable than our Popiſb Subjects 
at home? 


104. And yet, of all the People in Chriſtendom, we 


are, indiſputably, the remeteſt from the Dangers of Popery : 


—Planted in the Extremes of the Weſtern World, Eng- 
land and Scotland, united, lie in the Way, like a Wall of 
Brafs, betwecn us and the Popiſb Countries: To this 
Jet us add, our Alliances and Counter-Works on the 
Continent—W hat have we to fear, until this Wall, and 
theſe Counter -Werks are attacked? Or can they, with any 
Proſpect of Succeſs, be ſo, while the Popiſh Powers abroad 
are fo diſunited as they now are, by the Memory of re- 
cent Injuries, inveterate Reſentments, and incompatible Inte- 


veſts? Next to our Union at Home, what ſtronger Se- 
- Curity can we poſſibly enjoy? - 


iog. THESE [lands were never more remote from 
foreign Invaſions, than at this Time. The Views of 
our natural Enemies on the Continent are turned ,an- 
other Way: They begin to be our Rivals in Commerce; 
and take the ſureſt Methods of weakening us: — Here our 
Danger les; unleſs we counter-ſcheme them in their 
own Way :—This muſt be done, by encouraging our 
Laborers and Manufacturers; not by devious Turns in 
our domeſtic Policy, or nagrow and fallacious Concep- 
tions of our true Intereſts: It muſt alſo be effected great- 
ly, by throwing up Ramparts againſt Luxury, which is. 
already advancing by large Strides ; an Evil which Fance 
ſupplies, and Example ſpreads; and which, in Fact, with- 
out the Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, muſt, (perhaps 
in a few Years) eat, like a Cancer, into the Induſtry, 
Wealth, and Virtue, of our People. 
100. Ir gives me great Pleaſure to think and write in 


this Strain: It proves my Zeal for the public Service, ſo 


Jong and fo fatally miſunderſtood by many. well-meaning 
Perſons: And it proves my Zeal, likewiſe, in the Cauſe 


. of. benevolent Chriſtianity, ſo long tortured between Popery 


and the contending Proteſtant Churches. I have ſhown the 


. Neceffity of a Reformation ; and flatter mylelf, that I have 


rouzed, in the beſt of my Readers, a Feeling of the Want 


ef it. Such a Deduction cannot be too tedious : Too 


much 
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much cannot be ſaid, to expoſe Dangers falling in volur- 
tarily upon us, like a Torrent, which it may be one 
Day (in other Reigns, and other Times) impoſſible to 
reſiſt— Shall we, heroically, and Ajax-like, miſtake our 
domeſtic Enemies, Faction, Luxury, and - clerical Preju- 
dices, for a Flock of Popiſh Sheep; and ſuffer theſe Sheep, 
from the Dread of being flead alive, to run away with the 
Fleeces into ſome more hoſpitable Countries: It is 
confidently hoped, that we ſhall never make fo wild a 
Bargain for ourſelves, or our Poſterity! 

107. Ir the Fopery of Ireland be the real Phantom, 
here deſcribed, we ſhould not enable France, our natural 
Enemy, to furniſh herſelf, at our Expence, with Hewers 
of Wood, and Drawers of Water, out of this Countr:, 
vaſtly too thin of Inhabitants, even at this Time. 

108. WHILST the Courts of France and Spain offer 
ſuch high Prices for our Subjects, by Acts of Naturali- 
zation and other Encouragements; would it not be an in- 
delible Shame, as well as an irreparable Mifchief, to us, 
to let thoſe Nations go on, and recruit the late mighty 
Waſte of their own natural Subjects, at r Expence ? 


109. THERE is no political Truth more demon/trable, 


than that the Increaſe of uſeful Subjects to France (thoſe 
of the laboring and manufacturing Sort) is, in many 
Reſpects, more dangerous to the World, than an In- 
creaſe of her Dominions : How much more pungent muſt 
this Evil be, at preſent, as the Danger is ſo little alarm- 
ing and perceptible ; and as, inſtead of taking off Gentle- 


men, and lazy Perſons, as ſhe did formerly, (for the Re- 


cruit of her Armies) ſhe now enliſts ſuch as are ſkillful 
in our Navigation, Arts, and Manufactures? | 
110. IT is not Prudence, I am ſure it is the moſt ab- 
ſurd and ill-timed Policy, to give any Part of our eople 
a thorough Diſlike to the Land of their Birth: They 
will conſider themſelves as Aliens and Exiles, while we 
conſider and treat them as guilty Men — Numbers, like 
Birds of Paſſage, will quit the inclement Climate, and 
take their Flight into more friendly Regions : — 
When they mend their Condition, by Emigraticn, the 
Cowards they leave behind will then follow, and take 
Advantage of the Reception offered to them, in the ſeveral 
Countries of their Deſtination : — France, if we ma 
credit our public Journals, gains thirty thouſand Inhabi- 
| | tants 
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tants yearly from vs, on this Score; which Drain alone is, 
one would think, inſupportable to this Nation | 
III. IF ve are not devoted to Deſtruction, we muſt cure 
this national Diſeaſe, by the only Remedies adapted to the 
Nature of it ; by the moſt lenient Arts, and by coming to 
Tome 1 ruce about our long and ſenſeleſs religious Wars; by 
leaving off puniſhing guiltleſs Men, whoſe Tenets of Reli- 
gion (good of bad) we muſt take from themſelves, not from 
the . ee. Doctors of our own Perſuaſion, or the wi la 
Enthiſiaſts of theirs, The Wiſe will not be hood-winked 
or ſoured by either > Nor will they, in the preſent diſe 
trated State of Chriſtianity, require more than ſound poli- 
litical Orthodoxy from all loyal Subjects: — The Romifh 
States themſclves have given Quarter to the furious and 
.contending Sects of Dominicans and Feſuits ; without ſub- 
jecting them to any legal Incapacities, on the Score of 
Religion Even the Fanſeniſis are tolerated, without the 
leaſt Privation or Diſturbance of Property :—Shall this 
Land of Liberty and rational Government be leſs pla- 
cable? Or ſhall thoſe moſt intereſted in its Proſperity, and 
whaſe Glory is as extended, as their Labor is inceſſant, 
in procuring it, ſtop ſhort, in their own great Work, ta 
gratify that Set of Craftſmen, who hitherto have fomented 
all the religions Wars in Europe, to run away with its 
Plunder; and who have, in all Ages, ſince the Recep- 
tion of Chriſtianity, done Chri/tendom more Miſchief than 
all the fanding Armies which affiſted in enſlaving it? 
112. Ir Societies of all Denominations, too fatally 
for themſelves, too cruelly for their Fellow-Creatures, 
had not ſottiſhly excluded themſelves from a fair Exami- 
nation of their own and others Principles; we ſhould not, 
at this Day, (4) have Religion enough to hate, not 
* enough to love, one another.“ 
113. A rEw (U) Berkleys, in every Communion, 
would ſoon reſtore us to that Spirit, and that /dentzty, 
of true Chriſtianity, which one hath labored, fo apoſtoli- 
cally, to revive. | | 

114. Tax Countries of Brandenburgh, Upper-Saxony, 
and the Electorate of Hanover, may convince us, That 
Pa pꝛſis may prove good Subjects in a Proteſtant Land. 
Nor need we leave our own Country tor pregnant Ex- 

amples 


(2) See Sxvift's Thoughts on various Subjects. 
5) The late Biſhop of Cloyne. ö 
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amples of this Loyalty, after the Determination of all our 
Diſputes about Power and Property. . 

115. The Teſtimany of Facts is the moſt inflexible Evi- 
dence in the World. Power, indeed, may, for ſomg- 
Time, thruſt it out of the Way, and call other Wit- 
neſſes. This is not, thank God, our Caſe, at preſent : 
When it was, Tyranny of Mind and Body was ſubſti- 
tuted in the Place of Government ; and Al] became miſe- 
rable, that a Few might wantonly gorge themſelves on 
the Vitals of Reaſon and Liberty. 

116. As Freemen and Proteſtants, we muſt be guided 
by the Evidence of our Reaſon and Senſes; as well as 
by the real Intereſts of our Conntry :—Let this, and 
this alone, be the happy Teſt of our Conduct towards 
all Diſſenters from the. eſtabliſhed Worſhip: If the 
Papiſts of Ireland can give good Proofs of their Loyalty 
to this Government, we may ſafely truſt them with thoſe 
Services which muſt enure to the publick Benefit, more 
than to their own. Whatever Heart-burnings they may 
feel, on the Score of the penal Laws, an Indulgence ſa 
advantageous and creditable to ourſelves will cure them 
effectually of, and keep them from, roaming into, fo- 
reign Lands :—Allow them to purchaſe your uſeleſs and 
obnoxious waſte Lands—you get their Arts, Improvements, 
and themſelves, in Lieu: Vou arreſt their Hands from 
working againſt you, both at home and abroad. By ſuch 
an A& of Indulgence, you gain an annual Sum (in a 
few Years) of one Half Million Sterling to the Public, and 
riſque Nothing :- Is this a Time to put a Slight upon 
theſe extraordinary Advantages ? | 

117. IT hath been the Policy of all wiſe States to ſet 
all their uſeleſs Hands to Work, and encourage them ts go on. 

This hath been the Practice of our moſt eminent Patriots 
here, in Ireland, for ſeveral Years paſt, by the Aſſigna- 
tion of public Premiums for Arts and Manufactures. 
The chief Members of this Aſſociation have the Lead in 
both Houſes of Parliament: Nor need we doubt, that 
Perſons, who have /o eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves, in 
this Manner, and at their own. Expence ; without any 
Diſtinction of Religion or Party, will, at leaſt, be equally 
ſanguine for the Proſperity of this Kingdom, in their le- 
giſlative Capacity. Without the happy Activity of this 
noble Spirit, a poor Nation might, in a few Years, un- 

| underſel 
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derſell us, in all the Markets of the World; and in Pro- 


portion as our needy Neigbours grow up in Wealth, we 
muſt become weak and indigent, notwithſtanding the ſu- 
perior Advantages of our Climate and Soil, 

118. WHAT hath made delightful Meadows of the 
Marſhes in. the United Provinces ? What hath converted 
the low Lands of Ireland into Swamps and moſſy Bogs ? 

119. THE Popiſh Hands in the Electorates of Hanover 
and Saxony are employed in Agriculture and Manufac- 
tures, for themſelves, as well as for the Public. If we 
ſhould embarraſs ours, we will actually take from the 
Public what we give to France, to Spain, and to our 
own Prejudices.— We will give up a great and preſent 
Benefit, to prevent an imaginary Evil; and thoſe who 
are real Converts to our Civil Conſtitution ſhall be puniſhed, 
as guilty Men, for not being occaſional Conformi/ts to our 
Eecleſiaſtical Eftabliſhment / Is this Chriftianity? No: 
But it is Popiſb Eccleſiaſtical Policy, in Diſguiſe : It is that 
grinding and peeling Evil we meant to get rid of, when 
the Reformation was firſt ſet on Foot in Europe. But 
the Dæmon, with new Trappings, was ſoon remounted : 
It is full Time we ſhould make a ſecond Attempt to 
unhorfe this Daemon, and overthrow him for ever. 

120. Ir we commute our wnhealthful Waſtes for one 
half Million yearly, we ſhall make a good Bargain; 
even without the Aſfections of thoſe who pay it .lt is not 
fo much their AMfection we want, as their z/ u, Induſtry ; 

——[t is not of their Impotence we want to avail our- 
felves; but of their Strength :— And yet if we gain, and 
we can gain, their Induſtry, their Strength and Affection, 
all together; we, ſurely, acquire no bad Equivalent for 
three Millions of Acres, both uſeleſs and noxious in their 
prefent State. 

121. In ſound Policy, we ſhould. fecure ourſelves of 
the Strength of this People, by ſome permanent Property. 

122. SOME permanent Property, in the Hands of our 
Fopiſb Subjects, is far ſafer than an indefinite, inviſible, 
and portab e Property. ä 

123. Ir we have no. Security of them, but a portable 
Property, they may, in few Years, by ſeaſonable Tempta- 
tions from abroad, joined to very unſeaſonable Tempta- 
tions at Home, ſteal away both Perſon and Property .— 
Let us not lead this burdened People, without the _ 
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fary Vigilance : We will, otherwiſe, reſemble the ſimple 
Countryman, who loſt the loaded Aſs : He looked back 
too late, and found his Halter empty. | | | 

124. IT ſhould be conſidered, whether any Decay in 
our Manufactures, ſtill in their Infancy, together with 
any conſiderable Drain of our Species, (both of which lis 
greatly at the Mercy of our Popiſh Subjefts,) would not pro- 
duce a Waſte nſupportable to this Naticn 1 

125. AND, whether the Naturalization Adt of the 
French and Spaniards be not a Snare, laid by our Ene- 
mies, to carry off our Species, our Manufacturers, our 
Samen, and our laboring Subjects? | 

126. AND, whether our Pop1ſh Subjects be, in the 
thouſandth Degree, ſo hurtful to us at Home, as in 
France and Spain ; Countries who now, as I obſerved 
before, make War upon us in the moſt efz#ua! Manner, 
by turning the Views of theix Ambition, from fruitleſs 
Battles and Sieges, to the Improvement of their Commerce, 
and every uſeful Manufafture ? 

127. AND, whether our Popyh Subjects can, in Fact, 
be, in any Reſpect, hurtful to us at Home; except by the 
Incapacities we lay them under ® 

128. Whether the Fapiſts of the Southern Provinces of 
Ireland have not, within the Compaſs of theſe laſt twenty 
Years, made a- conſiderable Progreſs in our Linen Ma- 
nufaQures? | | 

129. WHETHER a Spinning-Wheel in the Province 
of Connaught, where the Moment of this Manufacture is 
leaſt felt, will not earn ten Pounds, per Annum, in the 
Hands of an 1riſþ Wench ? : 

130. WHETHER four Pounds of that Sum be not an 
annual Addition to our Stock; and conſequently prefer- 
able to the Importation of ſo much Bullion? | 

131. AND whether the Papi/ts of Conaught, ſlow as 
they comparatively are in this Buſineſs, do not, however, 
employ ten Hands to one they employed in 1735 ? | 

132. AND laſtly ; whether allowing theſe ib Sub- 
jects a permanent Property, in Lands (if I nay to ſpeak) 
of their own Creation, would not keep thera at Home, 
and hinder the French, in the moſt effectual Manner, of 
availing themſelves of our fugitive Manufacturers, who 
would ſoon enable them to under-ſell us, in a Branch of 
Induſtry, which forms the ſirongeſt Nerve of our Wealth 
and Commerce? © | | 


133. * © Wx 
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133. When the Power of Popery is now no longer 
at the fame in Popiſb Countries; and while the Pope is 
© obliged to govern by Management and Expedient 
* .more, and by Authority leſs ; while he is obliged to 
& govern in Concert with his Flock, and feed his Sheep 
te according to their Interefts, and even their Humours ; 
* while the little Attachment to him is rather a politic 
«© Expedient, to preſerve an Appearance of Unity, than 
& 2 Principle of Conſcience, whatever hireling Scribblers 
% may have taught, and whatever People, worked up to 
* Enthuſiaſm by fanatical Preachers, may have acted.“ 
While this, I ſay, is the Caſe, and the Proofs are 
now as known as they are endleſs; what have we to fear 
from a Body of impotent Papiſts here at Home; if it be 
not from the Conſequences which this very Impotence 
foretells, and this cauſeleſs Fear occaſions ? 

134. A f wretched Writer, who appeared againft this 
Work, on its firſt Publication, had the Impudence to 
aſſert, That our Iriſh Papiſts have no Right to Pro- 
6: tection from the Civil Magiſtrate”! Where 
then ſhall they find it? Is this Gentleman, who- 
ever he be, ſo ignorant, as not to know the Falſbood of 
what he advances, ** that our Popiſh Subjects owe their 
4 Allegrance to the Pope, though a foreign Prince, and an 
c Enemy to our Religion, as well as Conſtitution”? He 
well knows, if he knows any. Thing, that the Subjects 
of the Empire, of France, of Spain, and, in ſhort, of 
every Popiſh State in Europe, out of Italy, renounce all Al- 
legiance to the Pope. Or can he be ignorant, that the 
People of Ireland unanimouſly treated the Claim of 
Adrian IV. to the temporal Sovereignty of this Iſland, 
with the utmoſt Contempt and Ridicule, even in the 
twelfth Century, at a Time when Fopißb Darknefs over- 
ſpread all Chriſtendom ? 

135. I sRnoULD afk Pardon of my Readers for this 
fort Remark on the ſcribbling Inquiſitor here referred to. 
The Ignorance of fuch Men is ſo compounded with their 
Dullnefs,, that they could do little Injury, if much 
abler Men had not given the Sanction of popular Fame 
| "0 
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to theſe unpopular Untruths. But the Doſe is over- 
charged: Time and Experience of Things deſtroy its 

Operation ; eſpecially in any Land of Liberty, where a 
Spirit of free Inquiry, a rational, humane, and diſen- 
paged Turn of thinking, pervades the Mind, becomes 
to many a ſecond Nature, and a common Intereſt to the 
aggregate Whole: It is only on the Nations of 
Superſtition and uſurious Error that all the Reaſoni 
in the World, from the Laws of Nature and the Goſpel, 
falleth in vain! Nurſed in Bigotry, matured im 
Malevolence, and blind to all the Evidences of public 
Utility, they create and perpetuate the partial Injury, in 
which their Leaders find their private and Party-Ac- 
count: — And thus do they, too often, provide for the 
Wealth and Proſperity of Neighbour-Countries, by 
{lighting the evident and common Advantages of their 
own: — Thus France formerly provided for the 
Wealth of England; and Sparn for the very Being of the 
United Provinces, by the cruel Proſcription of their reli- 
gious Diſſenters; and the ſame Cauſes muſt eternally 
produce the ſame EffeRs. 

136. THis ugly Profile of Government can find na 
Copy in this free Land, at preſent: We have no pri- 
vate Intereſts incompatible with the Good of the Pub- 
lic; no Jealouſy of the Strength or Faction of our Popyfh 
Subjects; but much Satisfaction from the Integrity of 
their Conduct, their good Senſe, and their ſound Ortho- 
doxy (ſo to ſpeak) in the Catechiſm of our Civil Conſti- 
tution :--What then have we to do, but to ſtrengthen 
their Minds and Hands; and, by ſuch an Acceflion to 
- our own native Force, render them active in the Interefts 
of their native Country? 

137. FORMERLY, when Parties were nearly equal, 
when Power and Property were the great Stake contended 
for, we had our Share of Party- Violence; but our Op- 
poſers a great deal more. Time determined, and For- 
tune 4 ne in Favor of the better Cauſe: And al- 
though one Party was irretrievably ruined; yet the Re- 
ſentment rankled, and the Senſe of paſſed Injuries, like 
the Swell of the Ocean after a Storm, operated as ſtrongly 
as the Injuries themſelves. Thus the Papi/ts ; nay the 
Proteſjant Diſſenters, whoſe Sufferings ought to be la- 
mented moſt, ſmarted for the Violence and ran, 
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their Fathers : Such a Reſentment, at the End of 
bloody Conteſts, is far from being unnatural; although 
the long Memory of them is: Becauſe the Matter of them 
bath been long exhauſted: And becauſe Property is no 
longer dubious; but afcertained, by the Preſcription of 
an whole Age, and by all the Laws, natural and human, 
which have ever conferred a Right: And laſtly, becauſe 
no Good to the preſent Age, but a great deal of Evil, 
muſt germinate from a Refentment of Animoſities, of 
which we can have no Knowlege, but what we find in 
Hiſtory. WOT 

138. To our great Honor be it reported; Party, 
even Eccleſiaſtical Party, is every Day relenting, more 
and more, in this happy Land :—While we have a (a) 
Clayton, a Foſter, or a Madden, amongſt us, this muſt be 
remembered with Gratitude. —The ſhameful Diſtinctions 
between us and our Diſfenting Brethren is every Day 
wearing away; and it is to be hoped, upon very ſolid 
Grounds, that the latter will ſoon receive the full Re- 
ward of their Loyalty, Services, and Virtue. 

139. May not our Popiſh Diſſenters, with ſubordi- 
nate and far inferior Privileges, bring five hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds yearly, to our national Stock ; and receive 
the Price of their Loyalty, without the Loſs of a ſingle 
Shilling to this Nation ?—Can we heſitate in attachięg 
them for ever to this free Conſtitution, at ſuch a Price? 
— Can we forego the vaſt Advantages we muſt acquire 
by a proper Application of the Labor of this People ? 

140. Ir the Papr/ts of Ireland were allowed great Pri- 
vileges in the Reign, and by the Favor, of our late glo- 
rious Deliverer, King William III; they deſerve them now 
infinitely more. | 

141, WERE not thoſe very Papiſis, ſo much indulged, 
feveral Years in Arms againſt that heroic Prince, and 
deaf to all Terms of Submiſſion, until reduced to the laſt. 
Extremity by his victorious Arms? 

142. PROVIDING early for the Reduction of that ob- 
ſtinate People, King William, with equal Magnanimity 
and Wiſdom, provided for their Quiet and Security. 
143. Ir you be at Eaſe, when your Danger is moſt 

alarming ; when a new Revolution taketh Place ; wee 
. | the 
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the Flames of, recent Contentions are till ſparkling; 
when many are ruined, many deſperate, and all pur 


over with the Aſperities of religious Enthuſiaſm :—lf, 1 


ſay, you are ſafe under all theſe Circumſtances ; may you 
not be intirely ſo, when all thefe Circumſtances are re- 
moved, and when ſuch Combinations of Danger can 
never again be aſſembled. 5 

144. Ir King William received the guilty Anceftors 
into Grace and Favor, can we do leſs by the innocent 
Poſterity; if a ſincere Attachment to their Religion be 
not conſtrued into Guilt ? what Saul once taught 
in his Wrath; but what Paul afterwards repented in 
ſober Sorrow, when the Scales fell from his Eyes, and he 
ſaw clearly the Miſchiefs done to this World, by that 
falſe Zeal which createth, and puniſheth, problematical 
Guilt ; what Con/lantine would not puniſh in a Heathen ; 
and what King William deteſted in the Caſe of our 
Papiſts—Such Examples, from the greateft and wiſeſt 
Men of former Times, cannot be unworthy the Imita- 
tion of this, or of any. Age. ) 

145. LET it be conſidered, before we conclude, Whe- 
ther the Gavel-Act againſt Papijts,, in the Reiga of 
Queen Anne (the laſt of the Stuart-Race) be not now 
virtually expired, having no Materials to operate upon ? 

146, WHETHER the Papiſts be not, at preſent, 
( ſtripped of all permanent Property) leſs connected with 

us than ever; conſequently more than ever at Liberty to 
take Wing ? 

147. AND, whether their Flight, at preſent, would 
not prove of ruinous Conſequence to the Trade, Wealth, 
and ManufaQtures, of this improving Nation? | 

148. War, (other than in a charitable, not hate» 
ful, Senſe ;) what, I ſay, is their idolatrous Worſhip to 
us; if their political Morals, like thoſe of their Brethren 
in Silefta, Saxony, Brandenburgh, and Hanover, be ſound? 

149. THE Proteſtant States of Germany have reconciled 
Chriſtian Forbearance to the publick Intereſt 3 and there- 
by fortified this Intereſt to a Degree which renders it, in- 
diſcriminately, the Obje& of Care to all Parties. The 
Papiſts act an Under-part, and act it with Pleaſure, when 
yoked to ſuch Maſters :—Such muſt be the Effect here 
and in all Countries; Nor doth it require any Depth of 
Experience or Policy to ſee, that, when any two Hound 
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xte in a Leaſh, the ſtronger will ever rug away with the 
weaker, | 
1. Ir muſt, however, be fairly owned, and it 
needs no Proof, That, as an idolatrous Form of Wor- 
ſhip will tend, more or leſs, to Seduction and Immora- 
lity; Government ought conſtantly to be on its Guard: 
—But it hath an Advantage, in this Caſe, that can 
ſeldom be found in any other.— The Danger is ſeen, at 
a remote Diſtance; and the Legiſlature, by ſeeing, will 
be eaſily before-hand with it; without inflicting any Pu- 
niſhment on the Votaries of the falſe Religion, until 
ſome crazy Exertion of their Enthuſiaſm furniſhed the 
Occaſion : Let the late Indulgence granted in Britain to 
the Hebrew Nation (the Nation indeed from whom we 
received our Meſſiah and Religion) be conſidered as the 
Mirror and Pattern of our Conduct We may eaſily 
keep the Profeſſors of any abſurd Doctrines out of any 
Share of Power, incompatible with the public Intereſt ; 
without depriving them of any by which this Intereſt 
can be promoted: We can, I repeat it again, eaſily 
guard againſt them; but not near ſo eaſily againſt the 
Profeſſors of our own eſtabliſhed Religion; where the 
Monotony of Tenets will beget Confidence, where there 
may not be the leaſt Similarity of Principle, or Concert 
of Virtue. The Danger, in the former Caſe, will be al- 
ways alarming, with or without Cauſe: In the latter, 
the Means of Detection are difficult, and, at ſome Times, 
impoſſible ; until all the combuſtible Materials are 
brought together, and the Train fired off; until the 
Conſtitution is torne from its very Entrails, befere any 
Danger is ſuſpected, or apprehended :—Were this Diffe- 
rence, in the two Caſes, ſufficiently attended to, the 
Condition of Mankind would be much happier than it 

is, and the Watchfulneſs of Government much better 
directed. | N 

151. IT is Time, for the preſent, to draw towards 
the Concluſion of theſe THoucnuTs; which, it is 
hoped, anſwer to their Title of being SEASONABTE. 
The Cauſe of Mankind is pleaded in them; the Intereſt 
and Glory of our own Country, in particular : — 
We have ſhown, from Reaſon, from Truth, and from 
Facts, the Neceſſity of a Reformation in Eccleſiaſtical 


Opinions; and eſpecially the abſolute Neceſſity of a 
; Ines 
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Fruce about them, until this long Eccleſiaſtic War ter- 
minates in Peace, until Religion itſelf is better aſcer- 
tained, and the Rights of the Church proved (what 
they ought to be) the Rights of Reaſon, the Reſult 
of Truth, the Sum of Evidence, and the Baſis of Hap- 
pineſs! IT 
152. WHiLz we guard againſt a Religion, product- 
ive of the Superſtitions and Immoralities, above referred 
to; we ought, with equal Juſtice to the Public, to give 
all poſſible Eaſe to thoſe who, with much Honeſty, and 
an equal Degree of human Infirmity, are fettered by the 
Religions of their Education : There is an Ele& and 
Reprobate in our political World, as well as in the mo- 
ral; and, as it would be unjuſt to confound, while we 
have any Means of ſeparating, them: So, I think, that 
no Paprſt ſhould be relieved from any legal Incapacity, 
now in Force, who ſhould refuſe the following {or ſome 
better) Teſt of his Loyalty and hearty Converſion to the 
true Principles of our Civil Conſtitution” . 43 
153. © I, A. B. ſwear, That I ſhall be a true and 
* loyal Subject to his Majeſty King George; and ſhall, 
to my utmoſt, maintain the Settlement of the Crown, 
«© with all the other Rights of this free Conſtitution, as 
ce they ate now eſtabliſhed by Law, and not otherwiſe : 
„ That I. ſhall alſo, to the beſt of my Power, oppoſe all 
Plots and Conſpiracies againſt the ſame. I alſo ſwear, 
on the Faith of theſe holy Goſpels, That I take that 
<< Religion to be deteſtable, which doth not (like my own) 
* condemn, in the moſt explicit Manner, the grievous 
«© Sin of Perjury, and all Equivocation or mental Reſer- 
vation whatſoever, with regard to the Obligation of 
“ Oaths: Allo, that every Means of Violence or Fraud, 
© in the Propagation of the Religion I profeſs, I believe 
© to be equally damnable and antichriſtian. I likewiſe 
« declare and ſwear, that I do not owe the Pope, or any 
ce other foreign Prince whatſoever, any temporal Alle- 
* giance; but am bound, by all Obligations, moral and 
divine, to pay ſuch Allegiance only to his Majeſty 
* aforeſaid. I ſwear, likewiſe, that it is my Religion, 
«© That no Power or Earth can diſpenſe with the Elu- 
„ fion, or Non-obſervance of any moral Duty, publig.. 
or private; and that no Abſolution from the Church 
can avail me, without a NPIS and — 
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ec for every Sin IJ may commit againſt God, the King, 
* private Perſons, or my ſelf. In Witneſs whereof, I 
* thus lay my Hands and Mouth ta theſe ſacred Goſ- 
% pels, &c. 
154. Ir the Papiſts of Ireland refuſe this honeſt and 
neceſſary Teſt ; what J have ſaid in their Favor goes for 


Nothing: 'They are a People not to be tolerated 
under any Proteſtant Government, without Severity; and 
the greateſt Incapacities ; their preſent good Behavior, 
being barely an Act of Neceſſity, can give no Security: 
Nor can any Thing give it, but ſo ſolemn a Declaration 
of their Religion (as this before us), that their Conduct, 
as loyal Subjects, is a Conſequence of their Principles, 
not of their temporal Policy; the Act of their Choice, 
not of their Neceflity. Let them ſhow, that their Prin- 
ciples are really what I have ſuppoſed them; and if they 
ſatisfy us, in this Particular, what ſhould hinder us from 
taking off thoſe Shackles which hinder them from being, 
by five hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, more uſeful ta 
the Public than they are, at preſent ? 
155. LET our Laws, the Laws of Freemen and Pro- 
teſtants, protect and reward all Denominations of Men 
who labor with the Public, and for the Public : And 
let thoſe Laws be a Terror to Evil-Doers only ; particu- 
larly to the Enemies of our Civil Conſtitution. - 
156, WRHIIs T Reſentment, Caprice, Climate, Diſ- 
poſition off Organs, and local Circumſtances, take fa 
great a Part (generally and fatally the greateſt) in form- 
ing the different Modes of Worſhip in this World: 
Whilſt the Perverſity of Pride, and the Sordidneſs of 
Party-Intereſt will often maintain what Knowlege de- 
tects and a good Mind abhors; and whilſt lucrative Con- 
ſiderations will nurſe what Ignorance and Vice origi- 
nally beget and quicken,. let us exert the Humiliation, 
which this great Variety of diſcordant Religions, and the 
odious Cauſes of them, ſhould excite, — and let us con- 
ſider, that the Divine Providence, whoſe Works is never 
at a Stand, hath permitted all this for our Humiliation, 
for the Reformation in this Work ſo much contended 
for, and even for our Puniſhment: Let us not vainly 
nor impiouſly flatter ourſelves, that we, weak Mortals, 
can, at our good Will and Pleaſure, obſtruct, however 
we may labor to fruſtrate, its Diſpenſations. 


157. LET 
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157. LET us, therefore, in God's Name, act as it 
becometh rational Beings; and take this World on the 
Terms it is 3 to us, with all its Faults and all its 


Follies : — Let us attempt to correct the one, and re- 
move the other, to the utmoſt of our limited Power; but 
ever conſiſtently with the Laws of Nature, of the Goſ- 
pel, and of Common Senſe, Let us bear with the fy- 
gitive Opinions of others, as well as with our own; 
while neither militate againſt our free and happy Civil 
Conſtitution. — Let us ſtrive to ſuperinduce better 
Modes of thinking and acting, by our own and their 
Labor, and until we have ſome better Criterion for Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Unity, than at preſent we can pretend ta, 


In this religious, equitable, Conduct, ou Dy » 
TY BEGINS AND ENDS, | 
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